
THE STANDARD OF LOVE 
Luke NKJV 6: 32 “But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if 
you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to 
you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 35 But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, [h]hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will 
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful 
and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

1 John NKJV 4: 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does 
not know God, for God is love.

1 Corinthians NKJV 13: 13 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body [a]to be burned, but have not love, it profits me 
nothing.

1. Love is who Christian growth is measured

1 Corinthians NKJV 11:  Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ
John NKJV 15: 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I 
have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

2. Love delivers you from captivity 
1 John NKJV 4: 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear 
involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love [c]Him 
because He first loved us.
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John NKJV 3: 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Romans NKJV 5: 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

3. God has made His love available to you
Romans NKJV 5: 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

John NKJV 14: 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep 
My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home 
with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you 
hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.


