WEEK 4

The Bible Isn’t Google

How to Actually Read Scripture for Your Life

The Tension

We have more access to the Bible than any generation in history—on our phones, in a dozen
translations, with commentary at our fingertips. And yet biblical literacy is at an all-time low.
The problem isn’t access. It’s approach. We either don’t read it at all, or we treat it like a search
engine: type in a problem, get an answer, move on. But Scripture was never designed to be a
reference book. It’s a living text that shapes us over time—if we learn how to engage with it.

The Text
Primary Passage: 2 Timothy 3:16—17

Supporting Texts: Hebrews 4:12; Psalm 1:1—3; Psalm 119:105; Acts 17:11

Key Truth

All Scripture is God-breathed and useful for teaching, reproof, correction, and
training in righteousness—so that we may be complete and equipped for every
good work. The Bible isn’t merely informational; it is transformational. But
transformation requires consistent, thoughtful engagement, not occasional
browsing.

Discussion Questions

Question 1 — Warmup & honesty (5—8 min)
First, if you had to compare your Bible reading to a relationship status (it’s complicated,
long-distance, honeymoon phase, ‘we broke up’), what would it be right now—and why?

Question 2 — Real-life impact (10—12 min)
Can you tell a story about a time the Bible cut across what you wanted—career, dating, money,
habits—but you couldn’t un-see it? What did you do with that tension?

Question 3 — Habits that actually work (10—12 min)
When Bible reading is actually happening in your life, what does it look like in practice—where
are you, what time of day, what are you doing with your phone, and what makes it work?

Question 4 — Biggest barrier right now (10—12 min)

If you could remove one barrier that would instantly make engaging Scripture easier for you—
what would you erase: mental fatigue, distraction, doubt, boredom, feeling unqualified,
something else?



The SOAP Method

A simple, repeatable Bible study framework you can use for the rest of your life:

« S — Scripture: Read a passage slowly. Read it again. Write down the verse or section
that stands out to you most.

+ O — Observation: What does this passage actually say? What is the context? Who is
the author writing to, and why? What key words or themes appear?

« A — Application: How does this truth apply to my life right now? What does it ask me
to believe, do, stop doing, or reconsider?

« P — Prayer: Talk to God about what you’ve read. Ask Him to help you live it out.
Confess where you've fallen short. Thank Him for what He’s revealed.

The Takeaway

This week, begin using the SOAP method (introduced below) on one passage per day. Start with
the book of James—it’s short, practical, and direct. The goal is not perfection; it’s a sustainable
rhythm you can maintain for years.

Personal Reflection

What is my honest obstacle to consistent Scripture reading, and what is one realistic step I can
take this week to overcome it?

My Notes



