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When they led Him away, they seized a man, Simon of
Cyrene, coming in from the country, and placed on him the
cross to carry behind Jesus.
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“When a criminal was condemned to be crucified, he was
taken from the judgment hall and set in the middle of a
hollow square of four Roman soldiers. His own cross was
then laid upon his shoulders. And he was marched to the
place of crucifixion by the longest possible route, while
before him marched another soldier bearing a placard with
his crime inscribed upon it, so that he might be a terrible

warning to anyone else who was contemplating such a
crime.”

. Willham Barkley



Roman flagellum (whip)



“They *pressed into service a passer-by coming from the
country, Simon of Cyrene (the father of Alexander and
Rufus), to bear His cross.
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“And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come
after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily
and follow Me.”




27 And following Him was a large crowd of the people, and
of women who were mourning and lamenting Him. 2s But
Jesus turning to them said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, stop
weeping for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children. 2 For behold, the days are coming when they will
say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never
bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’
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0 1hen they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’
and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things
when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

_ﬁ ke 23:26-43



“Normally, Jewish custom did just the opposite, praised
motherhood and stigmatized the barren. But the days of
the fall of Jerusalem would be so severe that women
would far prefer not to have children, rather than have
them go through the ordeal that awaited the city.”

—-C':I\/Iarvin Pate



Two others also, who were criminals, were being led away
to be put to death with Him.




13 When they came to the place called The Skull, there
they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and
the other on the left. ;2 But Jesus was saying, “Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”
And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among
themselves. s And the people stood by, looking on. And
even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, “He saved
others: let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His
Chosen One.”

. Luke 23:26-43
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offering Him sour wine, s» and saying, “If You are the King
of the Jews, save Yourself!” ;s Now there was also an
inscription above Him, “THIS IS THE KING OF THE
JEWS'

L tuke 23:26-43

s 1 he soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him,



Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was
numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of
many, And made intercession for the transgressors.
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“Although the Romans did not invent crucifixion, they
perfected it as a form of torture and capital punishment
that was designed to produce a slow death with maximum
pain and suffering.”

_h 1an Edwards



They divide my garments among them,
And for my clothing they cast lots.




All who see me sneer at me;

They separate with the lip, they wag the head, saying,
s “Commit yourself to the Lord; let Him deliver him;
Let Him rescue him, because He delights in him.”



16 FOr dogs have surrounded me;

A band of evildoers has encompassed me;
They pierced my hands and my feet.

17 | can count all my bones.

They look, they stare at me;

18 They divide my garments among them,
And for my clothing they cast lots.

. Psam22:16-18



2 “If @ man has committed a sin worthy of death and he is
put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his corpse
shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely
bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is
accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which
the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.
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So the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, “Do
not write, "The King of the Jews’; but that He said, ‘| am

King of the Jews.™ » Pilate answered, “What | have written
| have written.”




39 One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling
abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save
Yourself and us!” 4«0 But the other answered, and rebuking
him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are under
the same sentence of condemnation?

L ke 23:26-43



s+ And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving
what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done
nothing wrong.” 2 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember
me when You come in Your kingdom!” 43 And He said to

him, “Truly | say to you, today you shall be with Me in
Paradise.”
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“It took courage for this thief to defy the influence of his

friend and the mockery of the crowd, and it took faith for
him to trust a dying King! When you consider all that he
had to overcome, the faith of this thief is astounding.”
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Father, Forgive Them

Simon is forced to carry the cross of Christ to the Skull for
His execution. Jesus stops to give a warning to the women
of the evil that is coming. While on the cross Jesus asks
His Heavenly Father to forgive those that put Him on the
cross. One criminal on the cross asks to be remembered

and he recelved so much more.
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