
Being Christ’s Witness



“Acts is the only biblical book that chronicles the history of 

the church immediately after Jesus’s ascension. As such, it 

provides us with a valuable account of how the church was 

able to grow and spread out from Jerusalem into the rest 

of the Roman Empire. 

Chuck Swindoll



In only three decades, a small group of frightened 

believers in Jerusalem transformed into an empire-wide 

movement of people who had committed their lives to 

Jesus Christ, ending on a high note with Paul on the verge 

of taking the gospel to the highest government official in 

the land—the Emperor of Rome.”

Chuck Swindoll



10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; 

and also Barnabas’s cousin Mark (about whom you 

received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him); 11 

and also Jesus who is called Justus; these are the only 

fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are from the 

circumcision, and they have proved to be an 

encouragement to me. 

Colossians 4:10-14



12 Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of 

Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring 

earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect 

and fully assured in all the will of God. 13 For I testify for 

him that he has a deep concern for you and for those who 

are in Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Luke, the beloved 

physician, sends you his greetings, and also Demas.

Colossians 4:10-14



23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 

24 as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow 

workers.

Philemon 23-24



Only Luke is with me.

2 Timothy 4:11



“The author of Acts had from time to time been a 

companion of Paul’s travels and discreetly indicated this 

by using “we” in those places in the narrative where he 

tells of events at which he had been present.” 

Richard N. Longenecker



“11 So putting out to sea from Troas, we ran a straight 

course to Samothrace, and on the day following to 

Neapolis; 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading 

city of the district of Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we 

were staying in this city for some days. 13 And on the 

Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, 

where we were supposing that there would be a place of 

prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the 

women who had assembled.”

Acts 16:11-13



The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that 

Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when He was 

taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given 

orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these He 

also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty 

days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of 

God. 

Acts 1:1-11



4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had 

promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; 5 for 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

Acts 1:1-11



“In Acts 1:1 Luke states that his first book was about all 

that Jesus ”began to do and teach.” The implication is that 

Acts is the record of what Jesus continued to do and to 

teach, by the Spirit, in His church.” 

R. Albert Mohler, Jr.



6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, 

saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to 

know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His 

own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 

to the remotest part of the earth.”

Acts 1:1-11



9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while 

they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their 

sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while 

He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood 

beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do 

you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same 

way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”

Acts 1:1-11



Like newborn infants, long for the 

pure spiritual milk, that by it you 

may grow up into salvation— 3 if 

indeed you have tasted that the 

Lord is good.  1 Peter 2:2-3





Being Christ’s Witness

Jesus has called His disciples together to give them last 

minute instructions before He ascends to His Father. The 

Apostles ask about when He will restore the kingdom of 

Israel. Jesus tells them that this is not for them to know, 

rather they need to prepare for the Holy Spirit and their 

ministry to witness to the world.

Acts 1:1-11
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