
Possible With God



18 And a ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good Teacher, 

what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 And Jesus said to 

him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except 

God alone. 

Luke 18:18-34



“This was an impressive and perhaps surprising way to 

address Jesus. “Good Teacher” was a title never applied to 

other rabbis in Jesus’ day, because it implied being without 

sin and having complete goodness. Jesus, and everyone 

else, recognized that Good Teacher was a unique title.”

David Guzik



“We must ask, “So was the ruler’s use of “good” casual, 

thoughtless flattery? Or was it simply “the poverty of his 

moral perception”? Or was the ruler breaking decorum to 

voice what he sensed in his heart?” 

R. Kent Hughes



20 You know the commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery, 

Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, 

Honor your father and mother.’” 21 And he said, “All these 

things I have kept from my youth.” 22 And when Jesus 

heard this, He said to him, “One thing you still lack: sell all 

that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall 

have treasure in heaven. And come, follow Me.” 

Luke 18:18-34



After a long struggle between their convictions and their 

corruptions, their corruptions carry the day. They are very 

sorry that they cannot serve both; but if one must be 

quitted, it shall be their God, not their worldly gain.” 

Matthew Henry



23 But when he heard these things, he became very sad, 

for he was extremely rich. 24 And Jesus looked at him and 

said, “How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter the 

kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 

the kingdom of God.” 

Luke 18:18-34



“In a culture where wealth was regarded as a sign of God’s 

blessing and where a religious teacher was therefore 

expected to be at least moderately wealthy, the lifestyle of 

Jesus and his disciples was conspicuously different.” 

R.T. France



“The rich young ruler “came to the right Person, asked the 

right question, and received the right answer, (but) he 

made the wrong decision.” 

Warren Wiersbe



Two things I asked of You,

Do not refuse me before I die:

8 Keep deception and lies far from me,

Give me neither poverty nor riches;

Feed me with the food that is my portion,

9 That I not be full and deny You and say, “Who is the 

Lord?”

Or that I not be in want and steal,

And profane the name of my God.

Proverbs 30:7-9



26 And those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 

27 But He said, “The things that are impossible with people 

are possible with God.”

Luke 18:18-34



“27 But He said, “The things that are impossible with people 

are possible with God.”

Luke 18:27



28 And Peter said, “Behold, we have left all that is our own 

and followed You.” 29 And He said to them, “Truly I say to 

you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers 

or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 

30 who will not receive many times more at this time and in 

the age to come, eternal life.”

Luke 18:18-34



“11 When they had brought their boats to land, they left 

everything and followed Him. 

Luke 5:11



“28 And he left everything behind, and got up and began to 

follow Him.

Luke 5:28



31 But when He took the twelve aside, He said to them, 

“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things 

which are written through the prophets about the Son of 

Man will be completed. 32 For He will be delivered over to 

the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit 

upon, 33 and after they have flogged Him, they will kill Him, 

and the third day He will rise again.” 

Luke 18:18-34



“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 

by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed 

and be raised up on the third day.”

Luke 9:22



34 But the disciples understood none of these things, and 

this statement was hidden from them, and they did not 

comprehend the things that were said.

Luke 18:18-34



But He said, “The things 

that are impossible with 

people are possible with 

God.”

Luke 18:27



Possible With God

A rich young ruler comes to see Jesus and calls Him good 

teacher. In those days the term good was reserved for 

God. He wants to know what he must do to be saved. 

Jesus tells him to sell everything and give to the poor and 

follow Him. When he walks away sad Jesus reminds the 

disciples that we can’t earn our salvation, it is a gift from 

God.

Luke 18:18-34
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