
Lent 4, Week 28,  March 16, 2026

Grammar/Literature 

This week in Shurley English 
we will review the beginnings 
of chapter 11, practice 
sentences with interjections 
and possessive nouns, and do 
a check-up for chapter 11. 
The chapter 11 assessment 
will be next week. 

We will push on towards the 
end of The Hobbit this week. 
While we read about the 5 
armies and the war that 
ensues, we will begin a 
Comparison essay. This essay 
will follow three canons of 
rhetoric: invention, 
arrangement, and elocution. 
We will be comparing the 
character of Bilbo to the 
character of Thorin. We will 
ask what each character has/
does/is, but we will also form 
a judgement about which 
character is superior.

LITERATUS LINGUA 

MRS. WEIDER

Contact Me: 
sweider@oslschool.org 

636-577-2382

Classical Pedagogy 

     The OSL faculty has been reading a book about 
classical pedagogy.  Two of my favorite principles of 
classical pedagogy are: “Docendo Discimus” (By 
teaching we learn.) and “Optimus Magister Bonus Liber 
Est (The best teacher is a good book.). These two 
principles guide my planning. Scholars in my classroom 
have many opportunities to consider and share their 
answers with their peers. We often share in small groups 
and then share with the larger group. This is because I 
believe that something is truly understood only when it 
has been articulated. Obviously as a literature teacher I 
would believe that a good book can teach many truths. 
In my classroom this looks like spending a considerable 
amount of time wondering about characters, 
motivations, and themes. We talk about the universal 
truths from the novels— ideas like loss, love, courage, 
virtue— so that we may grow in empathy and love for 
our neighbors, and so that we may grow in virtue and 
knowledge of the Lord. A scholar may never have the 
opportunity to take a hero’s journey like Bilbo, but he or 
she will face formidable obstacles on the journey of life. 
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Upcoming Events 

March 16- 

Welcome back to school; Q4 
begins

March 17-

Reading guide for chapters 
10-14 due

Early dismissal 2:15 for 
scholars

March 23-

Shurley English Chapter 11 
assessment

Lenten Services 

     Lent is a contemplative and beautiful 
season for Christians. It prepares our 
hearts and minds for the celebration of 
Easter. OSL hosts a Lent service every 
Wednesday at 7:00 pm. Come a bit early 
and have some dinner as well! There is a 
meal and fellowship time beginning at 5:00 
on Wednesdays before service. 

“Eucatastrophe” 

Tolkien (author of The 
Hobbit”) coined this phrase 
from the Greek and used it as 
a name for the turn of events 
in a story. This turn is the 
result of a “sudden and 
miraculous grace”. While we 
see many of examples of this 
in literature, the greatest 
“Eucatastrophe” of all time is 
the Cross of Christ and the 
redemption it bought for us! 
Praise the Lord for his sudden 
and miraculous grace and 
mercy!


	Grammar/Literature

