
Sermon Notes 8/1/21 
“A Banquet of Blessings” 

How should we respond to Genesis chapter 43? 
 

1. Recognize our great _______________ for God. 
Genesis 43:1-2 
Genesis 43:8 
Revelation 3:15-18 

 

2. Remember the great _______________ of God. 
Genesis 43:14 
Genesis 28:3-4 
2 Peter 1:3-4 

 

3. Rejoice in the great _______________ of God. 
Genesis 43:23 
Genesis 43:27-29 
Genesis 43:34 
Philippians 4:4-7 

 
 

 

  



Life Group Discussion Questions 
Week 43: August 1-8 

Genesis 43 
 

In Genesis 43, the older brothers of Joseph are still on a journey of 

repentance and reconciliation. God leads them back to Egypt along with 

their younger brother Benjamin. Joseph can see the changes that have 

taken place in their hearts. However, he continues to conceal his identity 

because he wants to see how the older brothers will respond to another 

test. And God will often do similar things in our lives. It may seem like 

God is absent. We might not see what He is doing in our lives. But 

whether we are going through times of great need or times of great 

blessing, God is always there testing and developing our character. 

 

Read Genesis 43:1-14  

1. What did Jacob say to his sons after they had eaten all the grain they 

brought from Egypt? (43:1-2) 

 

2. Why did Judah tell Jacob that they would not go back to Egypt unless 

Benjamin went with them? (43:3-5)  

 

3. What did Israel (Jacob) ask his sons in verse 6? 

  

4. According to the older brothers, why did they tell “the man” about 

Benjamin? (43:7) 

 

5. What did Judah suggest for the family to “live and not die”? (43:8)  

 

Judah used the same phrase Jacob used (42:2) to convince his father of 

the urgent need to take Benjamin with them to Egypt. 

 

6. What promise did Judah make to Jacob in verse 9? 

 

In 42:37 Reuben foolishly offered the lives of his two sons if he didn’t 

bring Benjamin back safely, but here, Judah offers himself for the 

assurance of Benjamins safety. Judah gives us a preview of what Jesus 

would do for us when He became a substitute for us and took the guilt 

and punishment for our sins upon Himself. 

 

  



7. What kind of gift did Jacob tell his sons to take with them in verse 11?  

 

8. Why did Jacob tell his sons to take double the amount of silver in 

verse 12? 

 

9. What did Jacob say to his sons in verse 14? What does this prayer tell 

us about the faith and trust of Jacob? 

 

Jacob uses the name El Shaddai to describe God in this blessing. This 

was the name God used to describe Himself in 17:1-5 when He assured 

Abraham that he would be the father of many nations. This was also the 

divine name Isaac used when he blessed Jacob in 28:3-4. Here Jacob 

expresses faith in the promises as he surrenders himself to the will of 

God. Bruce Waltke writes, “Jacob resigns himself to fate, but not as a 

stoic. He resigns himself to his destiny after praying for God’s mercy on 

their journey (see Esth. 4:16).”1 

 

Read Genesis 43:15-34 

10. What did Joseph do when he saw that his brothers had come back 

with Benjamin? (43:15-16) 

 

11. What did the brothers think when they were being taken to Joseph’s 

house? Why? (43:17-18) 

 

12. What did the brothers tell the steward as soon as they came into the 

house? (43:19-22)  

 

13. What did the steward say to the brothers in verse 23?  

 

Kent Hughes observes, 

 

The Hebrew-speaking steward had responded Shalom lakem, 

"Peace to you," the traditional Hebrew greeting for receiving 

guests. It meant that the arriving guests were received in 

concrete terms of "peace" and security.2 

 

14. What did the Steward do for the brothers after he brought Simeon out 

to them? (43:23-24) 

 
1 Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Academic, 2001), 555. 
2 R. Kent Hughes, Genesis (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012), 504. 



 

15. How did the brothers honor Joseph when he came home? (42:25-26) 

 

16. What did Joseph ask his brothers in verse 27? How did they respond 

in verse 28? 

 

Shalom, the Hebrew word for peace means much more than just the 

absence of war. It carries the idea of healthy relationships where people 

can flourish. The brothers came to Egypt in fear expecting the worse, but 

their found peace and abundant blessings. Dennis Prager notes, 

 

Though the translation does not note this, the word shalom 

(“peace”) appears three times in these two verses. Whereas once 

the brothers could not speak a word of shalom to Joseph 

(Genesis 37:4), now, as one commentator puts it, there is “a 

veritable burst of shaloms.”3 

 

17. What is significant about the blessing Joseph pronounces on 

Benjamin in verse 29? (See also Numbers 6:25) 

 

18. What did Joseph do in verse 30? Why? 

 

19. Why were they divided into different groups to eat? (43:32) 

  

20. Why were the brothers astonished by the seating arrangement at their 

table in verse 33?  

 

21. Why did Joseph show special treatment to Benjamin in verse 34? 

 

22. Where do you see the message of the gospel in this chapter? 

 

23. What should we do when we think we may have offended someone 

or damaged a relationship in some way? 

 

24. How should we pray when we are trying to regain someone’s trust? 

 

25. How will you honor and appreciate God for the blessings others have 

received in Christ? 

 

 
3 Dennis Prager, The Rational Bible: Genesis (Washington, DC: Regnery Faith, 
2019), 490. 


