
Sermon Notes 10/24/21 
“Ministry without Failure” 

How can our ministries be successful? 
 

1. Share the gospel regardless of _______________. 
1 Thessalonians 2:2 
Acts 16:22-25 

 

2. Share the gospel to please God _____ ____________. 
1 Thessalonians 2:4 
Galatians 1:10-12 

 

3. Share the gospel with sincere _______________. 
1 Thessalonians 2:8 
John 13:34-35 

 

4. Share the gospel by _______________ others. 
1 Thessalonians 2:9 
Mark 10:42-45 
 

 
Paul and Silas singing praises to God (Acts 16:25) 



Life Group Discussion Questions 
Week 3: October 24-31 

1 Thessalonians 2 
 

In this chapter, we see Paul’s heart as he reminds the Thessalonians of 

the time he spent with them, his care and concern for them, and how he 

worked and lived for their sake. His ministry was both a proclamation of 

the gospel and a demonstration of the gospel. In this testimony of 

successful Christian ministry, we see an example for us to follow.  

 

Read Thessalonians 2:1-12  

1. How did Paul describe his first visit to Thessalonica in verse 1? 

 

2. How did Paul describe his first visit to Philippi in verse 2? 

 

3. Why was it difficult to share the gospel in Thessalonica? (2:2) 

 

The Jews in the synagogue were jealous of Paul’s growing popularity 

(Acts 17:5). These Jewish leaders were also opposed to the idea of 

accepting Gentles into God’s Kingdom (1 Thess. 2:16).  

 

John Stott writes, 

 

The brief mission in Thessalonica had been brought to an 

ignominious end. The public riot and legal charges against the 

missionaries were so serious that they were persuaded to make a 

humiliating night flight from the city. Paul’s critics took full 

advantage of his sudden disappearance. In order to undermine 

his authority and his gospel, they determined to discredit him. So 

they launched a malicious smear campaign.1  

  

4. What false accusations did Paul refer to in verse 3? 

 

5. Whose approval was Paul concerned about in verse 4? (See also 2:6) 

  

6. What false accusations did Paul refer to in verse 5? 

 

 
1 John Stott, The Message of 1 and 2 Thessalonians (Downers Grove, IL: IVP 
Academic, 1994), 45. 



In first century, there were many gifted speakers who made their living 

by proclaiming a popular message. However, they would travel from 

town to town without any real concern for their audience. Paul’s critics 

may have accused him of being just another greedy false teacher. 

Jon Weatherly observes, 

 

Most itinerant philosophers and religious teachers in Paul’s time 

supported themselves either through fees which they charged or 

through the patronage of wealthy people. This practice, however, 

created the appearance, if not the reality, that the teacher’s 

obligation to those who supported him would compel him to 

compromise the truth.2 

 

7. How did Paul describe the relationship that he, Silas, and Timothy had 

with the Thessalonians in verse 7?  

 

8. What were Paul, Silas, and Timothy delighted to do in verse 8? Why? 

 

Paul already mentioned that his message was not just a matter of words, 

but demonstrations of good works and godly character (1:5). Paul’s main 

defense against the attacks of his critics was to remind the Thessalonians 

of how he lived while he was with them. Six times in this chapter Paul 

reminds his readers of his time with them.  

Charles Swindoll notes, 

 

Notice how often he refers to things the Thessalonians already 

knew because of past experiences. These words serve as 

mementos of the past, not to obsess over it but rather let the past 

motivate them. 

• “You yourselves know” (2:1) 

• “After we had already suffered and been mistreated in 

Philippi, as you know” (2:2) 

• “We never came with flattering speech as you know” 

(2:5) 

• “For you recall, brethren” (2:9) 

• “You are witnesses” (2:10) 

• “Just as you know” (2:11)3 

 
2 Jon A. Weatherly, The College Press NIV Commentary: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
(Joplin, MO: College Press, 1996), 66. 
3 Charles R. Swindoll, Insights on 1 & 2 Thessalonians (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale 
House Publishers, 2016), 20. 



9. What did Paul want the Thessalonians to remember in verse 9? 

 

Weatherly comments, 

 

This reminder of Paul’s manner of life among the Thessalonians 

further reinforces his own sincerity, which in turn will strengthen 

the Thessalonians’ confidence in the gospel which Paul 

preached. In addition, it serves as an example of the kind of life 

which they themselves will be exhorted to lead (4:11; 2 Thess 

3:8). Paul is not the only one whose life is to be transformed by 

the gospel!4 

 

10. What did the Thessalonians witness when Paul, Silas, and Timothy 

were with them? (2:10) 

  

11. In what way was Paul like a father to the Thessalonians? (2:11-12)  

 

Read Thessalonians 2:13-20 

12. What was Paul praying about and thanking God for in verse 13? 

 

13. How were the Thessalonians imitating the churches in Judea? (2:14)  

 

14. What were Paul’s enemies trying to do? (2:15-16)  

 

15. Why is it foolish to oppose the preaching of the gospel? (2:16) 

 

16. How did Paul describe his departure from the Thessalonians? (2:17)  

 

17. What stopped Paul from returning to Thessalonica? (2:18)  

 

18. What did Paul say would be his joy when Jesus returns? (2:19-20)  

 

19. How should we evaluate the success or failure of our ministries? 

 

20. How can a desire for popularity effect the way we serve God? 

 

21. Why did Paul work so hard not to be a burden to the Thessalonians? 

 

22. How can you share your life with someone in a way that 

demonstrates the gospel? 

 
4 Weatherly, The College Press NIV Commentary: 1 & 2 Thessalonians., 73 


