
Sermon Notes 11/28/21 
“Blazing Fire and Powerful Angels” 

2 Thessalonians 1 
 

1. Paul’s Prayer of Gratitude (vv. 3-4) 
 
a. Thank God for our growing _______________. 
 
b. Thank God for our increasing _______________. 
 
c. Thank God for our _______________. 

 

2. Paul’s Prophecy of Judgment (vv. 5-10) 
 
a. God’s judgment is _______________. 
  
b. God will give _______________ to Christians. 
 
c. God will _______________ those who reject the Gospel. 
  

3. Paul’s Prayer of Intercession (vv. 11-12) 
 
a. Pray God will count us _______________ of His calling. 
 
b. Pray God will fulfill His _______________ in us. 
 
c. Pray Jesus will be _______________ in us. 

 
 

 

  



Life Group Discussion Questions 
Week 8: November 28 

2 Thessalonians 1 
 

Even though we live in a land of religious freedom, there will be times 

when we are treated unfairly. We will be frustrated by a lack of justice. 

In those times, we may be tempted to seek revenge. We may be tempted 

to take out our frustrations on the next person who crosses our path. Or 

we may will be tempted to doubt God and his justice. If you have ever 

been in a situation like that, 2 Thessalonians has a powerful message to 

strengthen your faith. This letter was written to new Christians who were 

facing persecution and a lack of justice. Here in chapter one, Paul gives 

them some encouraging insights that are helpful for us when we face 

unfair treatment and a lack of justice. 

 

Jon Weatherly observes, 

 

Christians who wonder whether their faith is true when they see 

the opponents of Christianity with the upper hand have their 

answer in this letter. Evil will continue to run rampant in this 

age, but when Christ returns, he will utterly destroy every 

manifestation of it and the one who stands behind it. The 

goodness and faithfulness of God can be trusted to answer every 

aspect of injustice in this age.1 

 

Read 2 Thessalonians 1  

1. How did Paul address his readers in verse 1? 

 

2. How did Paul greet his readers in verse 2? 

  

3. Why did Paul thank God for the church at Thessalonica? (1:3)  

 

As in his first letter, Paul begins with a prayer thanking God for the faith 

and love he sees in the Thessalonians which was growing even in a 

difficult time of persecution (1 Thess. 1:3). 

 

4. What did Paul boast about in verse 4? 

 

 
1 Jon A. Weatherly, The College Press NIV Commentary: 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
(Joplin, MO: College Press, 1996), 206-207. 



5. What difficulties was the church at Thessalonica experiencing? (1:4)  

 

While God promises us relief from our suffering, we should remember 

that He may not grant us relief in this life. Mark Howell writes, 

 

The very sobering reality of the Christian faith is that the 

possibility exists that God will not allow your trial to pass. There 

are tens of thousands of Christians all over the world who live 

under incessant daily pressure of trials and persecution. This was 

true of the Thessalonian Christians. They received the gospel 

through persecution, they were following Christ in persecution, 

and they were trusting God to deliver them from persecution.  

For them, trials were more than a bad day at work, and 

persecution was more than a passing insult from a friend—

consequential persecution and trials were a way of life. God may 

have the same kind of life in store for us. The question is, Do we 

have the kind of hope that will endure?2 

 

6. What do persecution and trials prove about God’s judgment? (1:5)  

 

7. How will God pay back those who persecute Christians? (1:6) 

  

 

8. What will God give to Christians who are persecuted? When? (1:7)  

 

Charles Swindoll notes, 

 

The same One who will repay the wicked as Judge will rescue 

the afflicted as Savior and King. We’ve already seen in 1 

Thessalonians how Paul addresses this difference between the 

wicked and the righteous—he children of darkness and the 

children of light (1 Thes. 5:1-11). The wicked are destined for 

wrath and judgment in the day of the Lord (1 Thes. 5:3); but the 

righteous are not destined for wrath, “but for obtaining 

salvation” (1 Thes. 5:9).3 

 

  

 
2 Mark Howell, Exalting Jesus in 1 & 2 Thessalonians (Nashville, TN: Holman 
Reference, 2015), 190. 
3 Charles R. Swindoll, Insights on 1 & 2 Thessalonians (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale 
House Publishers, 2016), 119. 



9. For what reasons will God punish people in verse 8?  

 

Paul says that punishment will come to all those who do not know God 

and those who do not obey the gospel. Weatherly comments, 

 

It is also worth noting that here Paul assumes that the gospel is a 

message to be not only believed but also obeyed (cf. Rom 1:5). 

These whom the Lord will punish are those who disobey 

continually; the participle translated “who... do not obey” is in 

the present tense.4 

 

10. How did Paul describe the punishment of those who reject Christ? 

(1:9)  

 

11. What will believers experience when they see the Lord Jesus? (1:10)  

 

12. What was Paul’s prayer for the church at Thessalonica in verse 11? 

 

13. According to verse 12, why was Paul praying for the Thessalonians? 

 

14. What can we do to keep our faith growing?  

 

15. What can we do to increase our love for others?  

  

16. When we are going through difficulties, how do we know God hasn’t 

forgotten us?  

 

17. Who do you look to as an example of perseverance and endurance?  

 

18. How does Paul’s description of hell compare to the typical images 

people have of hell?  

 

19. How do we discover God’s purpose for our lives?  

 

20. What lessons do you think God is trying to teach you through the 

trials and difficulties you have experienced recently?  

 

21. How could your life glorify the name of the Lord Jesus this week?  

 

22. How will you pray for Christians who are being persecuted?  

 
4 Weatherly, The College Press NIV Commentary: 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 225. 


