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Today is part three of the Series called Life on Mission. Each of these messages 

are like building blocks on how to share our faith.  I really like the tag line that 

goes with our series. “Bringing Jesus’ love to the world”.   

God so loved the world that he sent Jesus to die for our sins so we could be 

forgiven and live with him throughout eternity. Jesus so loves those he died for that 

he sent us to tell them of his love. – to bring his love to the world. 

Our mission is not just telling the world that God loves them but showing the 

world God loves them.  Through us they taste and see that God is good. We need 

to demonstrate God’s love in a genuine way that shows we care. 

Tim Harlow in his book Life on Mission states “Most people who come to a 

saving faith in Jesus do it because someone demonstrated Christianity before 

they even declared Christianity.” 

This morning I want to talk about ways in which we can practically touch people 

with God’s love which in turn will open their hearts to at least consider the 

message of the gospel.  

I grew up in a time when there was a heavy emphasis on tent meetings, revival 

meetings and door to door evangelism. This was when people still answered their 

door to strangers and not everyone who came to the door was a Jehovah’s Witness 

or Mormon.  

I remember as a young teenager, after church, we would go door to door and put 

gospel tracts in people’s doors. But I was so scared that someone would open the 

door and I would have to talk to them. I would do it as quietly as possible and then 

get out of there.  

Then there were people trying to be extra sneaky. They would go into a public 

restroom and roll up a tract in the toilet paper roll for the next unexpected person.  



When I lived in the city of Baltimore, we did street preaching and actually started a 

church with the people getting saved.  

I remember seminars that were really popular on how to go door to door to share 

the good news. Programs like Evangelism Explosion that taught us how to respond 

to any argument people would have to the gospel.  

I remember soon after we started Petra, I mapped out the whole town of New 

Holland and we put teams together to go door to door doing a survey that was 

designed to create an opening to share the gospel.  

Then there were the Billy Graham crusades that reached millions of people. 

Those things were effective in that season. But we are no longer in the 80’s. 

Things are really different in our society today. I am not against some of the 

methods of the past, but it seems clear that what worked yesterday doesn’t work as 

well today.   

The message of the gospel never changes but the methods must adapt to the 

changing culture.  

Jesus said the harvest is ripe. So, the issue is not with the harvest. It is with us 

knowing how to engage the harvest around us.   (Jn 4:35) 

So, how do we effectively share the Good News of Jesus as we approach the year 

2020. How do we engage a post-Christian society? 

To answer this, I would like to look at Jesus who was the great evangelist. He was 

able to reach all kinds of people. His style is ageless and helpful to us today.  

• There are 3 keys we learn about engaging the harvest in this story.  

Read Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name 

of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy.  He wanted to see 

who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd.  So 

he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 

coming that way. 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come 

down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So, he came down at 

once and welcomed him gladly.  



All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 

sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and 

now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody 

out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, 

too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 

lost.” 

I can relate to Zacchaeus. I know what it is like to be short and not able to see over 

people’s heads.  I try not to speak on the floor level because people in the back 

can’t see me. When I go to a meeting, I try to get the aisle seat so I can see better. 

• The time I am very grateful for my short stature is when I am in an airplane. 

I always have plenty of leg room.  

We short people learn to compensate. Zacchaeus learned to climb trees and find 

ways to get over top of the crowds.   

But here is what we learn from Jesus……. 

 

1. Jesus noticed people in the shadows of life.  

This is a lesson from last week’s message. Pastor Brian encouraged us to see 

people on our path. Jesus noticed people as he walked through his day. 

He noticed this little guy up in the tree that everyone else was ignoring. Zack was a 

tax collector – one of the unpopular people in the community. He was one of those 

guys people didn’t bother to invite to the football party because he didn’t fit in.  

But Jesus noticed him and reached out to him. There are people in the shadows 

all around us. People who are overlooked. Who don’t quite fit in.  

People who would love to be invited to church or into our world.  So, the way we 

engage the harvest of souls around us is to slow down and notice people. Stop 

and engage them in some way.  

Hi, my name is Lester. How is your day going? That’s a really cool shirt you are 

wearing. Did you get to watch the Eagles play yesterday? I hope you have a really 

great day.  (Be surprised what these conversations can lead to)  

Jesus:  Hey Zacchaeus, what are you doing up in that tree? Come on down and 

hang out with us for a while?  



So, the first key is simply noticing people and engaging them in some way. The 

second key is ……………….. 

 

2. Jesus valued every person he met. 

 

Making people feel valued opens their hearts to the one who values them the 

most. 

Jesus valued those who were given little value in their culture.  

• Women and children.  

• He valued those still entangled in their sin.  

• Those with leprosy and diseases.  

• He valued the rich and poor alike.  

• He valued Zacchaeus and was not ashamed to be seen with him. 

He was willing to call him his friend and hang out with him, as others muttered 

behind his back.  He didn’t care because he valued every person and was no 

respecter of persons.  

Tim Harlow states: “Even when people are at their worst, they have not lost 

one ounce of value in their Heavenly Father’s eyes.” 

Every person should be treated with dignity and value and offered friendship.   

Be-friending people opens their hearts to the greatest friend – Jesus 

I was reading an article the other day that said the greatest tool of evangelism and 

reaching people for Jesus in our post-Christian culture is Hospitality. 

Hospitality is showing you value people by inviting them into your home. Inviting 

them to attend an activity with you.  Inviting them to be a part of your life. We 

used to call this friendship evangelism.  

Not treating people as projects but as real friends. Whether they accept Jesus or not 

we value them and want to stay connected to them. We want to be a part of their 

life because God has put a love in our hearts for them. 

 

The third key is ……………. 

3. Jesus looked for opportunities to be kind to people. 



He looked for opportunities to show God’s love to people in practical ways. 

• Like feeding the hungry crowds 

We might think Jesus was being forward by inviting himself to Zacchaeus’ house, 

but this was actually a great honor and tremendous act of kindness.  

Jesus new Zacchaeus would think he was not good enough to invite Jesus to his 

house, so Jesus takes the initiative and offers to visit his house. This was an 

amazing act of love and value toward this ostracized stranger in a tree.   

You see, “Many times sharing your faith begins with showing your faith”. 

People want to know how much you care before listening to what you have to say. 

Colossians 4:5-6  Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most 

of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned 

with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. (NIV) 

Make the most of every opportunity. I believe the Holy Spirit creates opportunities 

for us to engage with people. Opportunities to do something or say something kind 

to them.  

Acts of kindness soften the soil of people’s hearts. In Romans 2:4 the Bible says 

it is God’s kindness that leads us to repentance. Kindness is powerful! 

Story of Isabell: (PICTURE) Isabell and her husband came to New Holland from 

New York because her husband needed a care facility. He was cared for at 

Fairmount Homes until he passed away. They had no children, so Isabell ended up 

alone. Erma and I befriended this elderly woman because she needed help to get to 

the doctor and do grocery shopping. But she didn’t want anything to do with Jesus. 

So, for a number of years Erma and her mother would drive her around and we just 

loved her and accepted her as our friend. One day she ended up in the hospital and 

I sensed the Holy Spirit nudging me to share the gospel with her. On that hospital 

bed she asked Jesus to forgive her and she became a daughter of the King. A few 

days later she passed away.  

It was kindness. Showing the love of Jesus to her in practical ways that 

convinced her that Jesus loved her. 

I leave you with a challenge. Let’s slow down and look for people in the shadows 

around us each day. Let’s become more intentional in doing things that 

demonstrate God’s love to random people.  



• Sometimes it is a smile and a kind affirming word. 

• Sometimes it might be an extra-large tip for the frazzled waitress who forgot 

to refill your glass. 

• Sometimes it is paying it forward 

• Sometimes it is inviting that co-worker to your house for a cook-out or to a 

ball game with you. 

• Or maybe throw a party where you include the neighbor kids. 

• Maybe it is taking a plate of cookies to the struggling single mom next door 

or to the lonely elderly person. 

• Sometimes it is simply offering to pray for a stranger.  

And you know what - Encountering the power and love of God through 

someone who cares is the greatest apologetic there is. It is more powerful than 

any argument and defense of the gospel. 

The greatest impact in the life of an unbeliever is not that our prayers are 

always answered when we pray over them but that someone cared enough and 

took the time to pray for them. So even if you don’t see miracles of healing or 

answered prayer right away – pray anyway.  

You are still releasing a tangible expression of God’s love and care into their 

hearts. 

Conclusion: 

As we show God’s love to the people we encounter, there comes a time when we 

have the great honor of sharing our story and the way of salvation. We are not just 

trying to be nice people. We are desiring for people to experience God’s amazing 

love and to know his forgiveness and salvation. 

• We want them to know Jesus  

We need to both show God’s love and we also need to share how a person can 

become a follower of Jesus.  – Next week Pastor Brian Flewelling will explain how 

to lead a person to salvation as they put their faith in Jesus. 

Closing Prayer 

 


