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Lecture

Created by God in His Image

* The Bible attributes the origin of humans to an act of direct creation by God: “So God
created man in His own image...” (Gen. 1:27). “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being”
(Gen. 2:7).

* Three Hebrew words are used in Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 to describe human creation: (1)
bara, which means “the production or effectuation of something new, rare and wonderful,” (2)

asah, which means “to form, to construct, to prepare, to build” and (3) yatzar, which means “to

form or shape” (as a potter forming vessels). According to Genesis 1:26, the triune God said,
“Let us make man” (asah); in Genesis 1:27 we read, “So God created man” (bara); Genesis

2.7 states, “And the Lord God formed man” (yatzar).



Lecture

Created by God in His Image

* The idea in 1:26 is that God constructed people in conformity with His own image; in 1:27 He

created humans as something new and wonderful in His purpose, and in 2:7 He formed and

shaped the human body from the earth as a potter forms a vessel of clay.

* The “dust of the ground” (2:7) identifies human beings with the scene of both their fall and

redemption.

* The breath of God identifies humans as having a God-given origin and a heavenly

destination. Men and women are of the earth but intended for fellowship with God.



Lecture

Created by God in His Image

* The Word establishes the following facts concerning human creation:

1. Of all created beings, only humans receive the breath of God.

2. God formed humans in

lis own image.

3. God created people for His glory.

4. Humanity was planned and designed in the council of the triune God.

5. Jesus Christ, by becoming human redeemed humankind.
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Created as Living Souls

» According to Genesis, God gave humans two gifts at creation: (1) A body formed from the
dust and (2) the breath of God (Gen 2:7).

» The following are important facts concerning the body as revealed in Scripture:

1.1t is a mortal body that will return to the dust out of which it was fashioned. God made

humankind’s origin very clear: ... For dust you are, And to dust you shall return” (Gen. 3:19).

2. Humankind is made of mere dust, but dust in the hands of God became something
wonderfully made (Ps. 139:14-16a).

3. The natural physical body is a temporary home for the real person who inhabits it (2 Pet.
1:14; 2 Cor. 5:1).




Lecture

Created as Living Souls

4. In the resurrection, the human body will be changed; however, the new spiritual body will
have a relationship to the old natural body (1 Cor. 15:44a, 53; John 5:25; 1 Thess. 4:16Db).

5. The body of a redeemed person is a temple of the Holy Spirit; therefore, it must not be used
as an instrument for sin (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

6. The human body when dedicated to Christ is considered a living and holy sacrifice (Rom.
12:1).

/. Redeemed believers may employ their bodies as weapons against Satan. Although Satan
strives to motivate believers to use their bodies to advance his cause, Paul urged believers to

use their bodies as weapons against Satan and for God (Rom. 6:13).



Lecture

Created as Living Souls

8. Redeemed people enjoy many benefits of Christ's redeeming work in their present bodies
(Matt. 8:16-17; Jas. 5:14-15a; Rom. 8:11).

9. Each believer will be judged at the judgment seat of Christ based of things done in the
body. The Bible clearly states that the works of the body will be judged: “For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the

body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).

10. People possess an inherited body of dust, bearing both the image of Adam and the image
of God (1 Cor. 15:45-49).
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Lecture

Fall

ney were created in God’s image, placed in an ideal environment and given

ney needed, Adam and Eve rebelled against God and disobeyed His

commandment.

 The result

of their sin was shame, guilt, alienation and death, not only for themselves but

also for the entire human race. In light of the devastating consequences of sin, why would
God subject Adam and Eve to temptation? (see Ps. 14:1-3; Rom. 3:10-23; 5:12-21).

 Created In

God’s image and endowed with intelligence, emotion and will, men and women

are free, moral agents capable of making choices. Since humans are created for God’s glory

(Isa. 43:7) and can best glorify God by freely choosing to worship and serve Him, it was

necessary humans be given an opportunity to choose.




Lecture
The Fall

* |t Is Important to explain how beings created with holy natures could sin. Adam and Eve were

each created with a holy nature, but they were not born with holy character.

* A holy nature is the result of creation, while holy character is the result of choosing good

when the choice for evil is possible.

 With free choice there is, of necessity, the possibility of wrong choice. Adam and Eve made

the wrong choice with disastrous consequences for themselves and humanity.



Lecture
The Fall

* God, having foreseen Adam’s failure, provided a plan for his redemption. God is not the
author of sin. He did not cause Adam to fall, for Adam had every reason to obey. However,
God purposed to bring out of human failure redemption; a redemption wrought through the
incarnation and vicarious death of His own Son; a redemption that would include the final

defeat of Satan who was, after all, the first sinner.

 The fall of man is found in Genesis 3.




- Class Discussion



The Fall of Man

ARTICLE III: The Fall of Man

We believe that man was created in the image of God, before whom he walked in holiness an

purity, but that by voluntary disobedience and transgression, he fell from the Eden of purity an

iInnocence to the depths of sin and iniquity, and that in consequence of this, all mankind are sinners

sold unto Satan, sinners not by constraint but by choice, shapen in iniquity and utterly void by nature

of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil, guilty and without excuse

justly deserving the condemnation of a just and holy God. (Gn. 1:27; Rom. 5:12, 19; Jn.3:6; Ps

51:5
3:10

Rom. 5:15-19; 8:7; Is. 53:6; Gen 6:12; 3:9-19; Eph. 2:3; Rom. 1:18, 32; 2:1-16; Mt. 20:15; Gal
Ez.18:19, 20; Rom. 1:20;: Rom. 3:19; Gal. 3:22

Matthen is ealled, Sr. MATTHEW i

Domx %ﬁ'm’" "lmelm This man | B 7 g
& WDH] n,

. o
IM d
s LS ]
in dumhea tho e |
of his

ter, be of i
pen gﬂml lw ort 4
ﬁm up thy hed al 8 unm thing | the wam'!'n’%“fir'i‘% ‘:Ihm “m‘
et ade Whole frgy,
hzlﬂldhemse,nnddepmeﬂmhm‘ 3 ’Ami n Jesus e “‘ ;
8 But when the multituq, = )mnse . “mc mt”
o and s
G‘)dm“ hh e e e‘s ‘ mm!lre]s and the yeople makmr
xc iad given such power .A He m unty  the
hem,
;he mld is !ml m

nw me‘ Anrl h.s arose, and fol ‘ K

n the
o b, it ale P
Jm e i ¥ the hand, and g o
me&nd 4 e nsimdmnnm 2 i S

e il i | s, ! ey fF

e in,cying,and ying. 7|,

;;‘2,:’“‘“ i, T B e e,
. ,vnur Ma.uw with Vpubill::nu ‘ o the h “hm =

Vi Je e b then
sid iy thm, Ty %

Ty it b |

lnx::rl 1;2“ Dhysician, but they thyt M m dDIAJms' Th/ay

MB“GEO eand le‘l
m m What fha | s N{"
M v“ "Wa'y’a]ué i ’

w
al' the ng]zwmu T s | mﬁ A.Y"wsthseg el
) |
mk‘ “ m" wm"z{ e thg i Saying, 8o thag 1o man %{l:u;?a el
e o mmk o pglnednuspmmil"

bridegroor shx.ll out

. S cast
o i ;mﬁd; “ﬁ‘.“fiﬁ“‘“ i '?E A
ever 51) i i
o s

bAmi Jem went ‘aboult all the e
aching fn
me‘h r;cv]lm Wine g& gmpel D?u?ﬁe ‘l{m J’ S
sickness and evuf

i
MY ughiy 5 The
it come and | /Thy "“‘ﬁlh»umhumml .
T Yo M#‘;}'ﬂ,ﬂ:m i b | 11
h""*’aﬂwfm and followed | o thg o, r.hm;m e |
dicipls forth. hm into hhh)‘: r‘;‘a];}z md; i;h‘;

g v Mmm!h;wn todomireles,

L st surame wis Tl
i [ lor

b recly i, house
. 7 brovite ether sl or - ‘¥ o e oo them wich il
| vrnor omss n your pures, | the

s
7% Mt worthy, 1t Sou peac | s me_beore men, “him vl
| o

| eeive
BT Vo s o et O | e o, i i sk ey

¢1.| Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of | send peace, but a

o Sr. MATTHEW, 10. his twelve apostles. | |
cHPTE speak: for it shall be given you| Amo |
h ot s lw«lwa;mlka, in it ame hour what e siall | DOMINT|
spel |
i charge,teacheth the, m;m it is not ye that speak, |
]["‘%‘fmmyxmwmm ;e it of o ks whicl |15
(Aauaw those that | speaketh | g
2 "Aml mc bmﬂ\er shall v’ehvcr ¥
up the brother to death,
father the chili: and tho ol
sl rise up against their saremm
st them ot nd 10 bl and cue e 0 et 0 dath,
sickness and all man- nd hye shal ated of al
'“"“""”f | oy et .k e et
m lhe vmmeﬁ o te e Hhat, endurth 1o the end shal b | (Do
e mrf}mh i i
e and Anirewhis | it Fwhen they et o | .
“Juames o Lkl s st e ool l’f:‘ﬂ o
idniis vrily 1 s unto you, Ve shall |
3 Philp, an Bnrﬁxl ews Tho- | Zhave gone over the e of It
anl Hiiben p\lhhmnu(hlltl\e n of man be come.
James the on O Alphzeus, 94 "The disciple is not abme hi
‘nmsu'n Yo the st aoe b

ﬂ h called unf
D s twel\e ll(smpms‘ Segave

Einn e Camnt s Bl enough fo the iscile that |3 ‘,
gariot, who also betrayed him. he be as his master, and the servan L
mu twelve Jcs\ls sent forth, ‘15 hislord. If " they huecalled lhz
mmanded them, saying, *Go | master of the house
mm e ey o the Getiles, | how mch mnremnumzymu em
md into any my of fthe Samari- wo(-’;ns ‘household?

i

tans enter ¥ Lh oMot she ‘ Fear lh]em not (her‘efcm for
¢ But l‘ ier to the hlost sheey lEre is nothing covered, that sl
ks L. 3 ; and i) that shall

house be reveal
%%n g0, preach, saying, nut De known,

Iﬂehnzdomo{hm»enunllmnl 7 What  tell you in darkness,that
S th sick, ceanse the lepers, | speak ye n gt : and what ye hear
nilnhedwi uslnutdmls Ifreely | in th he m:. that preach ye upon the | &

body, but are not able to kill
10 Nor serip for youwr Journey, nei- wm soul: but rather fenr ‘him which
lhr o coats, neither shoes, nor | is ME to destroy both soul and body
e s “or te workman is | in I
‘orthy of | ) A\‘e ot two sparrows sold for
1\ YAnd mm wh\uoe\er city or | a 4farthing? and one of them shall
fown ye shall enter, enquire who | not fal on the ground without your | =
m m lxvmnhy, Aml ‘there abide till Father. I+
9 Bat (Ile very hairs of your head
limdwhmyecamemmn house, | reall numbered. e
i 31 Fear )e uub therefore, ye are of ";.ﬂi(mf'

silteit.
]H.\nd i the hmbe gorthy, | more value than many sparrows. Ly
ut | 32 Whosoever therefore shall con- §:"’

onfess l\l)ﬂ efore my Father which

return {o you.
O‘Alld whm»ever !hYL“ |\bt isin heaver
3 {But uhosnem shall deny me | 25

or it ke of the dustof your | beore my Futher which i in hes-

Vel i
Verlly 1 say unto you, “It shall |34 “Think not that L am come o
he more tolerable for the land of send peace on mm T came not to

t
Jndxmem, mmnr nmz ity ‘or 1 am come o set o man st L
16 #Bel nd you forth as | variance against his father, and

in the mlrhl of wolves: Vlse the dn\lﬁhter against her mother,
i nts, and | and the Aughw in law against her
e s does motherin
17 But beware of men: for they Ami Yu mnn! foes shall be they
will deliver you up to the w\mc\l! ufh W household.

b they will scounge you in ~l(a that loveth father or mo-
"ﬁ‘ﬁl‘dm er ‘more than me is not worthy

5 shall be brought be- | of me: and he that loveth son or

.h %mn and kings for my | daughter more than me s not wor-

nmmny against them th of me,
aAnd he that taketh not his

mmmm deliver you up, o, o oot atter me, s nt | 1
fake o thought b or what e | worhy o me. X

]




The Fall of Man

ARTICLE III: The Fall of Man

We believe that man was created in God’s image

before he walked in holiness and purity, but b

voluntary disobedience fell from purity and innocence to

sin which bared consequences for all mankind, sinners

by choice, deserving the condemnation of God.




ipture

Ouestions and Scr

How would you articulate a Christian doctrine of creation?
Why is that important? How will you use a theology of

creation to help people to whom you minister?

-~ God crafted all of creation to be sacred, pure, innocent.

good and blessed. He created humankind in His image

Feiovniaw @ to know God and make Him known in the world. God'’s

original intention was for humanity to flourish and thrive

within the created world and in relationship with God

and one another.
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Ouestions and Scr

What do you believe about the nature of mankind
(Romans 5:12, 19; 3:23)?

Humanity was created in a perfect world yet were deceived.

Through this deception sin entered the world (Genesis 3),
including disobedience and death (Romans 5:12, 19; 3:23),

bringing about the need for rescue and redemption. It is a

reminder that in our personal lives we ought to lead the way in

seeking to recognize the depths of our brokenness and in seeking

to be saved from it.
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Ouestions and Scr

Consider Romans 3:23 and Romans 5:12, 19. What does this
tell us about ourselves?

We all fall short and sin. However, Jesus will make us

righteous.

5
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Ouestions and Scr

What makes the fall relatable to everyone? How does it
explain the painful struggles we face today?

4
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