LIFE GROUP LESSON

Going the Distance in Relationships ® Week of March 1

Read: Genesis 4:25-26

Further Study: Matthew 19:3-12

Goal: God did not create marriage for your pleasure. There is more than that at
stake!

Discuss the essential nature of "Fidelity" to God as the Lord wanted this for both

Cain and Abel. Next, how vital is "Fidelity" to members of the armed forces
when facing conflict or battle with the enemy? How vital is it that you can trust

your fellow soldiers? Discuss the importance of "Fidelity" in marriages and in the

home with persons we are in covenant with.

Talk about a moment when you learned of the suffering of another person
and how this convicted you that we are all in the same boat of human chal-
lenges.

The first murder in the Bible was a brother killing a brother. We all struggle
with sin, selfishness, and a desire to get our own way. Why then should any
couple, on the day of their wedding, expect that two flawed people could
have a perfect marriage or a perfect life?

How does this set us up for expectations which will not be met? How can a
more realistic and healthier balance of our sin and grace be shared in our rela-
tionships and marriages?

Digging into the Bible

Read Genesis 1:27-28. God created humanity in His image and marriage for a)
procreation and b) glorification. Discuss these two essentials. If we fail to do
both, what happens to us? If we do not glorify God, worship Him, and He
alone, then who or what will we worship? How does self-worship get in the
way of our relationship with God? How does this practice severely impact our
personal relationships? Our Marriages?

Going Deeper & Action Steps

Read Malachi 2:10-17. Notice there is a DIRECT parallel with Israel’s disobedi-
ence and infidelity with other gods (worshipping idols or self-promotion) and
their infidelity with their own marriages! God is a faithful God. God demands
“Fidelity”! This is one of the primary attributes of God and one which God
demands of us. We can count on God. God will not leave us nor forsake us.
Yet, God demands our fidelity to Him.

Share in your group how the cross is both vertical and horizontal. When Jesus
redeemed us on the cross He was restoring first our relationship with God
then restoring our relationships with each other. We must repent of our infi-
delity to God and in our relationships.



Prayer—Pray for our Fidelity with God first. Second, pray that we may stay com- - Gé‘ftlll‘gg
the

mitted in our relationships with family, friends and marriages. Pray for the churches

. Distance
and marriages In our area.

in
Relationships
...by the Book

Text: Genesis 4: 1-13, 25-26, Matthew 19: 3-12

PLAIN TRUTH:

Being related to God enables
relationships.

Power Point 1: Fidelity is to not to

Power Point 2: If I want to you it’s about ,
if I want to you it’s about

1. Our Fidelity with God determines the of
Fidelity with

2. God Created Marriage for ,
and recreation.

One Year Bible Reading 3. God created us to
Mar. 1: Leviticus 24:1-25:46, Mark 10:13-31, Psalm 44:9-26, Proverbs 10:20-21

Mar. 2: Leviticus 25:47-27:13, Mark 10:32-52, Psalm 45:1-17, Proverbs 10:22

Mar. 3: Leviticus 27:14-Numbers 1:54, Mark 11:1-26, Psalm 46:1-11, Prov. 10:23
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Mar. 5: Numbers 4:1-5:31, Mark 12:18-37, Psalm 48:1-14, Proverbs 10:26
Mar. 6: Numbers 6:1-7:89, Mark 12:38-13:13, Psalm 49:1-20, Proverbs 10:27-28
Mar. 7: Numbers 8:1-9:23, Mark 13:14-37, Psalm 50:1-23, Proverbs 10:29-30
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