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Pastor Clifford 
October 3rd, 2021 

Buy From Me Gold (Part 13): 
Eternal Life 

  
John 17:1-5  “When Jesus had spoken these words,  he lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over 
all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this 
is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished 
the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory  that I had with you  before the world 
existed.” 

• Since you have given Him authority over all flesh (John 17:2) 

Interestingly enough Adam was given authority over all flesh. 

Genesis 1:28-30 “And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face 
of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them 
for food.  30 And  to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the 
heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it 
was so.” 
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Romans 5:12-17 “Therefore, just as  sin came into the world through 
one man, and  death through sin, and  so death spread to all 
men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the 
law was given, but  sin is not counted where there is no law.  14 Yet 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning 
was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who 
was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many 
died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God 
and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded 
for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. 
For  the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but 
the free gift following many trespasses brought  justification.  17 For if, 
because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, 
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the 
free gift of righteousness  reign in life through the one man Jesus 
Christ.” 

Adam had been given the right to eternal life but relinquished that 
right to Satan at the fall. Adam had authority over all flesh and the 
earth in the physical realm but now much more Jesus has authority 
over eternal life. 

• What then is eternal life? 

When the Bible speaks of eternal life, it refers to a gift of God that 
comes only “through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). This gift is 
in contrast to the “death” that is the natural result of sin. He is the 
resurrection and the life and He gives us eternal life (John 11:25). The 
fact that this life is “eternal” indicates that it is perpetual life—it goes on 
and on and on, with no end. 
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It is a mistake, however, to view eternal life as simply an unending 
progression of years. A common New Testament word for “eternal” 
is aiónios, which carries the idea of quality as well as quantity. In fact, 
eternal life is not really associated with “years” at all, as it is 
independent of time. Eternal life can function outside of and beyond 
time, as well as within time. 

John 17:3 “And this is eternal life,  that they know you,  the only  true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

Eternal Life then is knowing God, pursuing Him and loving Him with all 
our being. Here, Jesus equates “eternal life” with a knowledge of God 
and of the Son. There is no knowledge of God without the Son, for it is 
through the Son that the Father reveals Himself to the world 

John 14:9 “Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you 
still do not know me, Philip?  Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” 

John 17:4 “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that 
you gave me to do.” 

John 12:20-30 “Now among those who went up to worship at the feast 
were some Greeks .  21  So these came to  Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.”  22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and 
told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come  for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates 
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, 
he must  follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also.  If 
anyone serves me,  the Father will honor him. 27  “Now is my soul 
troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for 
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this purpose I have come to  this hour.  28  Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it 
had thundered. Others said,  “An angel has spoken to him.”  30 Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine.” 

John 17:5 “And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had with you before the world existed.” 

The eternal characteristic of God is not only into the future, but actually 
an eternal state; from our perspective it’s past, present, and future but 
from God’s perspective it is simply existence. Jesus is now asking the 
Father to restore the glory that was theirs originally.


