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Pastor Clifford
June 27th, 2021

Buy From Me Gold (Part 4):
Pure Gold

John 14:15-20 "“If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. 16 And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. “I
will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and
the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because | live, you
also will live. 20|n that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you
in me, and | in you.”

To keep the Lord’s commandments is non negotiable. The Lord is making
it extremely clear here that if we love Him there will be a definitive
demonstration of that love, obedience.

I will give another helper. (Parakletos) That the world neither sees nor
knows.

Why do we need a helper? It's the essence of the gospel< the exhibition
of our inability and our weakness. We need Him! Because of our
weakness we must have the Holy Spirit!

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 “I must go on boasting. Though there is
nothing to be gained by it, | will go on to visions and revelations of
the Lord. 21 know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of
the body | do not know, God knows. 3 And | know that this man was
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caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body |
do not know, God knows— 4 and he heard things that cannot be
told, which man may not utter. 5 On behalf of this man | will boast,
but on my own behalf | will not boast, except of my weaknesses
—6though if | should wish to boast, | would not be a fool, for | would
be speaking the truth; but | refrain from it, so that no one may think
more of me than he sees in me or hears from me.

7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the
surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from
becoming conceited. 8 Three times | pleaded with the Lord about
this, that it should leave me. 2 But he said to me, "My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For
the sake of Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak, then |
am strong.”

Starting at the beginning:
Genesis 1:1-2 "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the

earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the
face of the waters.”

Presence in the OT:

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the action by which God takes up
residence in the body of a believer in Jesus Christ. In the Old Testament,
the Spirit would come and go from the saints, empowering them for

service but not necessarily remaining with them. Here are a few
examples:
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Judges 15:14 "When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting
to meet him. Then the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and the

ropes that were on his arms became as flax that has caught fire, and
his bonds melted off his hands.”

1 Chronicles12:18 “Then the Spirit clothed Amasai, chief of the
thirty, and he said,

“We are yours, O David,

and with you, O son of Jesse!

Peace, peace to you,

and peace to your helpers!

For your God helps you.”

Then David received them and made them officers of his troops.”

Psalm 51:11 “Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me."

Ezekiel 11:5 "And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and he said to
me, "Say, Thus says the LORD: So you think, O house of Israel. For |
know the things that come into your mind.”

In the NT the role of the Holy Spirit, now through the blood of the eternal
covenant, we become His temple, His place of residence.

Jesus revealed to His disciples the role the Spirit of Truth would play in
their lives: “He lives with you and will be in you”.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 "Do you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have from God, and that
you are not your own? For you are bought with a price; therefore
glorify God in your body.”
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Romans 8:8-11 "Those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.? You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of
Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.”

2 Peter 1:4 "by which he has granted to us his precious and very
great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the
world because of sinful desire.”

The believer's body is likened to a temple where the Holy Spirit lives
helps us understand what the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is all about.
The word temple is used to describe the Holy of Holies, the inner
sanctum in the OIld Testament tabernacle structure. There, God's
presence would appear in a cloud and meet the high priest, who came
once a year into the Holy of Holies. On the Day of Atonement, the high
priest brought the blood of a slain animal and sprinkled it on the mercy
seat of the Ark of the Covenant. On this special day, God granted
forgiveness to the priest and His people.

Today, there is no Jewish temple in Jerusalem, and the animal sacrifices
have ceased. The believer in Christ has become the inner sanctum of
God the Holy Spirit, as the believer has been sanctified and forgiven by
the blood of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.”
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e Three in one, the mystery of the Godhead!
The believer in Christ becomes the habitation of the Holy Spirit of God. In
fact, Scripture also says that the believer is indwelt spiritually by Christ

Colossians 1:27 “To them God chose to make known how great
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory."

e And by God the Father
1 John 4:15 “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God

abides in him, and he in God."

o —the Trinity is involved.

As the Holy Spirit lives in the believer, He brings about some life-
changing results:

1) The indwelling Spirit comes to a soul dead in sin and creates new life
Titus 3:5 “"He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness,
but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration
and renewal of the Holy Spirit,”

This is the new birth Jesus spoke of in John:

John 3:1-8 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a
ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered
him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and
be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. é That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit. 7 Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born again. 8 The
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wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born
of the Spirit.”

2) The indwelling Spirit confirms to the believer that he belongs to the
Lord and is an heir of God and fellow-heir with Christ.

Romans 8:13-17 “For if you live according to the flesh you will die,
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of
God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom
we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs
of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in
order that we may also be glorified with him.”

3) The indwelling Spirit installs the new believer as a member of Christ's
universal church. This is the baptism of the Spirit, according to-
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 “For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one
Spirit.”

4) The indwelling Spirit gives spiritual gifts (God-given abilities for
service) to the believer to edify the church and serve the Lord effectively
for His glory

1 Corinthians 12:11 "All these are empowered by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”
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Romans 12:4-6 “For as in one body we have many members, and
the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,
let us use them.”

5) The indwelling Spirit helps the believer understand and apply the
Scripture to his daily life.

1 Corinthians 2:10-16 “These things God has revealed to us
through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the
spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And
we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by
the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are
spiritual.14 The natural person does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to
understand them because they are spiritually
discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to
be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.”

6) The indwelling Spirit enriches the believer's prayer life and intercedes
for him in prayer.

Romans 8:26-27 “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
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will of God.”

7) The indwelling Holy Spirit empowers the yielded believer to live for
Christ to do His will.

Galatians 5:16-24 "But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are
against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh,
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the
things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual
immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries,
dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like
these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that those who do such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is
no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires.”

8) The indwelling Spirit is grieved when the believer sins—Ephesians 4:30
"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption, and He convicts the believer to confess his sin to
the Lord so that fellowship is restored.”

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

The Holy Spirit in the life of the believer is God’s presence here on earth
interacting with the believer and His body/church.



