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Habakkuk’s two main complaints:

1. Evil exists and God does nothing.
2. How could God use a people more wicked than us (Judah) for punishment?

Habakkuk 1:12-17 “O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—surely you do
not plan to wipe us out? O LORD, our Rock, you have sent these Babylonians to correct us,
to punish us for our many sins. 13 But you are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil. Will
you wink at their treachery? Should you be silent while the wicked swallow up people
more righteous than they? 14 Are we only fish to be caught and killed? Are we only sea
creatures that have no leader? 15 Must we be strung up on their hooks and caught in their
nets while they rejoice and celebrate? 16 Then they will worship their nets and burn incense
in front of them. ‘These nets are the gods who have made us rich!" they will claim. 17 Will
you let them get away with this forever? Will they succeed forever in their heartless
conquests?”

Deuteronomy 28:1-14 “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being
careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will
set you high above all the nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon
you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. 3 Blessed shall you be
in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. 4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb
and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the
young of your flock. 5Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 6 Blessed shall
you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

7 The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you. They
shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. 8 The LORD will
command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you undertake. And he will
bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 2 The LORD will establish you
as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of
the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 10 And all the peoples of the earth shall see that
you are called by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid of you.
11 And the LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your womb and in the
fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your ground, within the land that the LORD swore
to your fathers to give you. 12 The LORD will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to
give the rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hands. And you
shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13 And the LORD will make you the

GRACENM.ORG



HABAKKUK (Part 2) e CLIFFORD CHAVEZ Page 2

head and not the tail, and you shall only go up and not down, if you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, being careful to do
them, 14 and if you do not turn aside from any of the words that I command you today, to
the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

“But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all his com-
mandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come
upon you and overtake you. Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the
field. Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. Cursed shall be the fruit of
your womb and the fruit of your ground, the increase of your herds and the young of your
flock. Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.
“The Lord will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that you undertake to
do, until you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of your deeds, be-
cause you have forsaken me.”

Habakkuk 2 “I will take my stand at my watch post and station myself on the tower,
and look out to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my
complaint.
2 And the LORD answered me:
“Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so he may run who reads it.
3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time;
it hastens to the end—it will not lie.
If it seems slow, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.

Judah is rebuked

“Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,
but the righteous shall live by his faith.
5 “Moreover, wine is a traitor,

an arrogant man who is never at rest.
His greed is as wide as Sheol;

like death he has never enough.
He gathers for himself all nations

and collects as his own all peoples.”
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Woe to the Chaldeans

6 Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for him, and
say,

“Woe to him who heaps up what is not his own—for how long? And loads himself with
pledges!” 7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise, and those awake who will make you
tremble? Then you will be spoil for them. 8 Because you have plundered many nations, all
the remnant of the peoples shall plunder you, for the blood of man and violence to the
earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.

9 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe from
the reach of harm! 10 You have devised shame for your house by cutting off many peoples;
you have forfeited your life. 11 For the stone will cry out from the wall, and the beam from
the woodwork respond.

12 “Woe to him who builds a town with blood and founds a city on iniquity! 13 Behold, is
it not from the LORD of hosts that peoples labor merely for fire, and nations weary
themselves for nothing? 14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
the LORD as the waters cove the sea.

15 “Woe to him who makes his neighbors drink—you pour out your wrath and make
them drunk, in order to gaze at their nakedness! 16 You will have your fill of shame instead
of glory. Drink, yourself, and show your uncircumcision!

The cup in the LORD's right hand will come around to you, and utter shame will come
upon your glory! 17 The violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, as will the
destruction of the beasts that terrified them, for the blood of man and violence to the earth,
to cities and all who dwell in them. 18 “What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it,
a metal image, a teacher of lies. For its maker trusts in his own creation when he
makes speechless idols! 19 Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent
stone, Arise! Can this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no
breath at all in it. 20 But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before
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him.

Ezekiel 38:1-6 “This is another message that came to me from the LORD: 2 “Son of man,
turn and face Gog of the land of Magog, the prince who rules over the nations of Meshech
and Tubal, and prophesy against him. 3 Give him this message from the Sovereign LORD:
Gog, I am your enemy! 4I will turn you around and put hooks in your jaws to lead you out
with your whole army—your horses and charioteers in full armor and a great horde
armed with shields and swords. 5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya will join you, too, with all
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their weapons. 6 Gomer and all its armies will also join you, along with the armies of Beth-
togarmah from the distant north, and many others.”

Zechariah 12:1-5 “This message concerning the fate of Israel came from the LORD: “This
message is from the LORD, who stretched out the heavens, laid the foundations of the
earth, and formed the human spirit. I will make Jerusalem like an intoxicating drink that
makes the nearby nations stagger when they send their armies to besiege Jerusalem and
Judah. On that day I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock. All the nations will gather
against it to try to move it, but they will only hurt themselves. “On that day,” says
the LORD, “I will cause every horse to panic and every rider to lose his nerve. I will watch
over the people of Judah, but I will blind all the horses of their enemies. And the clans of
Judah will say to themselves, ‘“The people of Jerusalem have found strength in the LORD of
Heaven’s Armies, their God.”

Romans 1:18-25 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what
can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they
are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping
things. 2¢ Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about
God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever! Amen.”
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