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Outline of 2nd Peter 
1. The need for spiritual maturity 
2. Beware of false teachers 
3. The Maranatha cry 

Chapter 1 
• Theme: Spiritual maturity is the key to successful discipleship 
• Warning: Be pure! 
• Reminder: Build on these things 
• Promise: You will never stumble 
• Perspective: Look within 

Key? How can I mature in Yeshua? 

Chapter 2 
• Theme: Spiritual maturity is the key to successful discipleship 
• Warning: Be aware 
• Reminder: The truth will set you free 
• Promise: The Lord is our rescuer 
• Perspective: Looking back 

Key? What should I expect from a prophet? 

Chapter 3 
• Theme: Spiritual maturity is the key to successful discipleship 
• Warning: Be diligent 
• Reminder: The Lord is coming again! 
• Promise: He is coming to make all things new 
• Perspective: Looking forward 

Key? How now should we live? 

Who wrote the letter? 
Peter introduced himself at the beginning of the letter as “a bond-servant 
and apostle of Jesus Christ,” and he addressed the letter “to those who 
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have received a faith of the same kind as ours” (2 Peter 1:1). Only later 
does it become apparent that Peter was writing to the same group of 
believers who had received his first letter. In 2 Peter 3:1, the author 
reflected that this is “the second letter I am writing to you.” 

Where was the letter written? 
Peter wrote this letter from Rome soon after he wrote 1 Peter in AD 64–66. 
So what would have prompted another letter to the same group so soon 
after the first? From the contents of the letter, it appears that Peter had 
received reports of false teachers in and among the churches in Asia 
Minor. The apostle warned them about the insidious presence of those 
who spread heresies among the people (2 Peter 2:1), marking such 
difficulties as a sign of the last days (3:3). Peter wanted to encourage his 
people to stand firm and to instruct them on how best to do that. 

1 Peter 1:1 “To those who are elect exiles of  the Dispersion in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” 
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Why is Second Peter so important? 
The churches of Asia Minor were not just struggling with the persecution 
and suffering addressed in Peter’s first letter; they also had strife and 
dissension within their ranks. In an effort to stem the tide of heresy and 
false teaching among the Christians, Peter emphasized the importance of 
learning and clinging to the proper knowledge of God. In fact, this 
concept was so important to him that the word knowledge appears—in 
one form or another—some fifteen times in the span of this short, three-
chapter letter. 

What's the take away? 
Peter’s theme in his second letter is a simple one: pursue spiritual 
maturity through the Word of God as a remedy for false teaching and a 
right response to heretics in light of Christ’s promised second coming (2 
Peter 1:3, 16). When false teachers begin to whisper their sweet words 
into the ears of immature Christians, the body of Christ begins to break 
apart, to lose what makes it distinctive in the first place—faith in the 
unique person and work of Jesus Christ. Peter repeatedly points to the 
Word of God as the primary means of growth for the Christian (1:4, 19–
21; 3:1–2, 14–16). 

The Letter of Second Peter 
2 Peter 1:1-4 “Simeon Peter, a bond servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: May grace and peace 
be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His 
divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory 
and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because 
of sinful desire.” 
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• Bond Servant: Doulos — one who gives himself up to another's 
will. 
Those whose service is used by Christ in extending and 
advancing his cause among men. 

• Equal standing 
• By His righteousness 

• 2 ”May grace and peace be multiplied to you  in the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus our Lord.” 

• Multiplied = increase 
• Knowledge of 
• Jesus is always the prize 

• 3 ”His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, (Galatians 5:16 “But I say, live by the Spirit and you 
will not carry out the desires of the flesh.”) 

• through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 
excellence,” (Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.”) 

• 4 ”by which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, 
(Hebrews 6:13-20 “To Abraham, since he could swear by no one 
greater, he swore by himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you greatly 
and multiply your descendants abundantly.” And so by persever-
ing, Abraham inherited the promise.  For people  swear by some-
thing greater than themselves, and the oath serves as a confirma-
tion to end all dispute.In the same way God wanted to demonstrate 
more clearly to the heirs of the promise that his purpose was un-
changeable,  and so he intervened with an oath,  so that we who 
have found refuge in him may find strong encouragement to hold 
fast to the hope set before us through two unchangeable things, 
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since it is impossible for God to lie. We have this hope as an anchor 
for the soul, sure and steadfast, which reaches inside behind the 
curtain, where Jesus our forerunner entered on our behalf, since he 
became a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”) 

• so that through them you may become  partakers of the divine 
nature, (1 John 4:4 “You are from God, little children, and have 
overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is 
in the world.”) 

• having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of 
sinful desire.” (Romans 6:1-7 “What shall we say then? Are we to 
remain in sin so that grace may increase? Absolutely not! How can 
we who died to sin still live in it? Or do you not know that as many 
as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death?   Therefore we have been buried with him through baptism 
into death, in order that just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we too may live a new life. For if 
we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we 
will certainly also be united in the likeness of his resurrection.   We 
know that our old man was crucified with him so that the body of 
sin would no longer dominate us, so that we would no longer be 
enslaved to sin.   For someone who has died has been freed from 
sin.”) 


