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The word in the original Greek is baptizo, which means a complete immersion or submersion. 
Biblical baptism is always demonstrated with full immersion. Culturally we see sprinkling 
and infants being sprinkled.

Baptism comes from our Jewish roots where people would become ceremonially clean by 
immersion in a pool of water called a mikveh. John the Baptist baptized for the showing of 
repentance — Matthew 3:4-6 “Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and 
all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins.”

WHY SHOULD CHRIST’S FOLLOWERS BE BAPTIZED?

• Jesus commanded it.

Matthew 28:16-20 “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them.  17 And when they saw him they  worshiped him, but some 
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority  in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Acts 2:37-39 ”Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for 
your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
himself.”

• We have biblical examples of baptism.

Acts 8:26-38 “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place.  27 And he rose 
and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians,  who was in charge of all her treasure.  He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship  28  and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet 
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Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to 
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?”  31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to come up and sit with him.  32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 
reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he opens not his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road 
they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from 
being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into 
the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.”

Acts 16:32-34 “And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house.  33 And he took them  the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and 
he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house 
and set food before them. And he  rejoiced along with his entire household that he had 
believed in God.”

• Baptism has a purpose.

Baptism depicts the death of our old self and the new surrendered life in Christ — Romans 
6:1-11 “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.5 For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

  GRACENM.ORG



BAPTISM  ●   CL I F FORD CHAVEZ                                                                                   Page   3

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————

might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who 
has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once 
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

• Is baptism part of my salvation?

Our salvation will prompt obedience — 1 Peter 3:21-22 “Baptism, which corresponds to 
this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is 
at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to 
him.”
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