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They Are in the World but Not of It

If Jesus said He was truth, then it stands to reason that He is our standard, He is the

benchmark to gauge our worldview.

e The celebrity idolization syndrome.
e The Chip and Joanna Gains phenomenon.

Luke 6:24-26 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. “Woe to
you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. "Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall
mourn and weep. “Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to
the false prophets.”

The most dangerous denomination is not the one who openly mocks God,
it’s the one who edits Him!

So how does this play into discernment? Everything must be measured by the TRUTH!
Shouldn't I want to be friends with all? But aren’t we supposed to be:

e Tolerant?

¢ Notjudging?

¢ Inclusive?

Tolerant?
When it comes to presenting the truth, especially to unbelievers, we must be tolerant, until
they ask us to condone their sin.

Not judging?

Matthew 7:1-5 “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you
will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the
speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how
can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,” when there is the log in
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.”
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Be inclusive?
Matthew 16:21-23 “From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the
things of God, but on the things of man.”

Matthew 10:34-36 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come
to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person's enemies
will be those of his own household.”

e There is light and darkness with no middle ground!
e If they hated Jesus, should we expect any less?

John 15:18-20 “If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me first. If you belonged to the
world, the world would love you as its own. However, because you do not belong to the
world, but I chose you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you. Remember what
I told you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will also
persecute you.”

James 4:1-10 “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that
your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet
and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You
ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You
adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do
you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit
that he has made to dwell in us”? But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.”
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But what about LOVE?

Jesus overthrew the money changers — John 2:13

You brood of vipers — Matthew 12:34

The rich young ruler — Matthew 19:16-30

And from His mouth comes a sharp sword — Revelation 19:11-21

If you have to silence the voice of God in order to keep peace, or to keep the crowds coming,
then that peace is already a lie.

Ecclesiastes 2:1-8 “I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy
yourself.” But behold, this also was vanity. I said of laughter, “It is mad,” and of pleasure,
“What use is it?” I searched with my heart how to cheer my body with wine—my heart still
guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for
the children of man to do under heaven during the few days of their life. I made great works.
I built houses and planted vineyards for myself. I made myself gardens and parks, and
planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. I made myself pools from which to water the forest of
growing trees. I bought male and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house. I
had also great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in
Jerusalem. I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and provinces.
I got singers, both men and women, and many concubines, the delight of the sons of man.”

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 “Not only was the Teacher wise, but he also taught knowledge to the
people; he carefully evaluated and arranged many proverbs. The Teacher sought to find
delightful words, and to write accurately truthful sayings. The words of the sages are like
prods, and the collected sayings are like firmly fixed nails; they are given by one shepherd. Be
warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. There is no end to the making of many
books, and much study is exhausting to the body. Having heard everything, I have reached
this conclusion: Fear God and keep his commandments, because this is the whole duty of
man. For God will evaluate every deed, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.”

1 John 5:1-4 “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been fathered by God, and
everyone who loves the father loves the child fathered by him. By this we know that we love
the children of God: whenever we love God and obey his commandments. For this is the love
of God: that we keep his commandments. And his commandments do not weigh us down,
because everyone who has been fathered by God conquers the world.”
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