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Philippians 3:12-21 “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  13 Brothers, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do:  forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead,  14  I press on toward the goal for  the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in 
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you.  16 Only  let us hold true to 
what we have attained.

What is Paul referring to when he speaks of the upward call of Christ Jesus? I think it is safe 
to say that this call is the heavenward journey of an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. It 
pulls us ever closer toward Christian maturity as we “are being transformed into His image 
with ever-increasing glory” by the Holy Spirit’s power (2 Corinthians 3:18). Paul describes the 
upward call of God to the Romans like this: “For those God foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers 
and sisters” (Romans 8:29). Eventually, we will reach our goal and win the prize when we 
meet Jesus in eternity, for we “shall bear the image of the heavenly man” (1 Corinthians 
15:49).

Philippians 2:12-13 “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as 
in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”

17 Brothers,  join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk  according to the 
example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even 
with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their 
belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things.

‣ Are you following good examples? A Paul, Timothy, Epaphroditus? We all follow people 
we look up to and admire but are those people living a godly life style?

James 4:1-10 “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that 
your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet 
and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You 
ask and do not receive, because you ask  wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  4  You 
adulterous people!  Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
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God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God.  5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously 
over the spirit  that he has made to dwell in us”?  6 But  he gives more grace. Therefore it 
says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore 
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near 
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Be 
wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.”

Matthew 23:1-3 “Then Jesus  said to the crowds and to his disciples,  2 “The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit on Moses' seat,  3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works 
they do. For they preach, but do not practice.”

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who 
will transform our lowly body  to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those 
who are asleep,  that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.  14 For  since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those 
who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who 
are alive, who are left until  the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep.  16 For  the Lord himself will descend  from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore 
encourage one another with these words.”

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 “I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall 
be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality.  54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed 
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up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting 
of death is sin, and  the power of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58  Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor 
is not in vain.”

PHILIPPIANS 4

‣ Are you eagerly anticipating His second coming? Are there people in your life who need 
to hear a witness from you, a word of encouragement, the truth without compromise?

Philippians 4:1-7  “Therefore, 
my brothers,  whom I love 
a n d  l o n g f o r ,  m y j o y 
and  crown,  stand firm thus in 
the Lord, my beloved.

Psalm 1:1-3 “Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of 
the wicked, nor stands in  the 
way of sinners, nor  sits in  the 
seat of  scoffers; but his delight 
is in the law of the LORD, and 

on his  law he meditates day and night. He is like  a tree planted by  streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”

A tree firmly planted by streams of water:
• Fruitful
• Unshakeable
• Even in the strongest storms

The Armor of God:
• The believer fully equipped with the armor of 

God.
• Standing firm against the schemes of the devil.
• Deflecting arrows of temptation.
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Building your house on the rock of Christ:
• Firm foundation.
• Able to withstand the challenges of life.
• Does not fear the uncertainty of the world.
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