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New Wine Part 1: Old Wine

18 “Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and said 
to him, “Why do John's disciples and the disciples of  the Pharisees fast, but your 
disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while 
the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they 
cannot fast. 20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 
and then they will fast in that day. 21 No one sews a piece of  unshrunk cloth on an 
old garment. If  he does, the patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a 
worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If  he does, the 
wine will burst the skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new 
wine is for fresh wineskins.” Matthew 9:18-22 

• New wine is for new wineskins! 
• Jesus uses the subject of  fasting and the example of  wine and cloth. 
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First let’s identify old wine 
Religious or Pharisaical thinking— 

In Matthew 23 Jesus come into direct confrontation with religious leaders. 

e.g. – Fasting  Isaiah 58 (We fast and you don’t) 
3 ‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and 
you take no knowledge of  it?’ Behold, in the day of  your fast you seek your own 
pleasure, and oppress all your workers. 4 Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to 
fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your 
voice to be heard on high. 

Ceremony of swearing: 
Matthew 23:16-22 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If  anyone swears by the 
temple, it is nothing, but if  anyone swears by the gold of  the temple, he is bound by 
his oath.’ 17 You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has 
made the gold sacred? 18 And you say, ‘If  anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, 
but if  anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.’ 19 You 
blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 So 
whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And whoever 
swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. 22 And whoever 
swears by heaven swears by the throne of  God and by him who sits upon it.” 

Tithing: 

Matthew 23:23,24 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe 
mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of  the law: jus-
tice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting 
the others. 24 You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!” 
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The rite of cleansing: 
Matthew 23:25,26 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the 
outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indul-
gence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the 
outside also may be clean.” 

Living on the testimony of the past: 
Matthew 23:29-32 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of  religious law and you 
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you build tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed, 
and you decorate the monuments of  the godly people your ancestors 
destroyed. 30 Then you say, ‘If  we had lived in the days of  our ancestors, we would 
never have joined them in killing the prophets.’ 
31 “But in saying that, you testify against yourselves that you are indeed the descen-
dants of  those who murdered the prophets. 32 Go ahead and finish what your an-
cestors started.”  NLT 

• It comes down to our paradigm. 

• Born again means transformation. 

• Regeneration. 

• New creation. 

• Our relationship dictates new or old wine. 

• You have neglected the weightier matters of  the law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness. 

Micah 6:8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of  you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God? 
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The primary purpose of the instruction. (Torah) 
Gal. 3:24-25 “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so 
that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer 
under a tutor. 

Matthew 5:17-20 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to 
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of  the least of  
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of  heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of  heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of  the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of  
heaven. 

• The law was never intended to be the vehicle for us to gain a right standing with 
God but simply an instruction manual. 

• Obedience is not the act of  accurately carrying out  every expectation of  the in-
struction but rather a submitted heart to God. 

Matthew 22:34-40 34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sad-
ducees, they gathered together. 35 And one of  them, a lawyer, asked him a 
question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first com-
mandment . 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 



	 SERMON SERIES PART 1	 PAGE 5

The New Covenant 
Luke 22:18-20 8 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of  the fruit of  the 
vine until the kingdom of  God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of  me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they 
had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my 
blood. 

Jeremiah 31:31-32 31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of  Israel and the house of  Judah, 32 not like 
the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of  the land of  Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though 
I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of  Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 

Ezekiel 36:25-30  25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean 
from all your uncleanness, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will 
give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the 
heart of  stone from your flesh and give you a heart of  flesh. 27 And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my 
rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my 
people, and I will be your God. 29 And I will deliver you from all your uncleanness. 

In Jesus the New Covenant is realized, the fulfillment of the 
instruction Jesus is New Wine!
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