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The Book of Hebrews: Chapter 13e

 


(Blue text is Hebrews)


Hebrews 13

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and  imitate their 
faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do 
not be  led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for 
the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not 
benefited those devoted to them.  10 We have an altar  from which 
those who serve the tent have no right to eat.  11 For  the bodies of 
those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the 
high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So 
Jesus also  suffered  outside the gate in order to sanctify the 
people through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside 
the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 14 For here we have no 
lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through him then 
let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of lips that acknowledge his name.  16  Do not neglect to do good 
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them 
do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.
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Galatians 6:6-10 “Let the one who is taught the word share all good 
things with the one who teaches.  7  Do not be deceived: God is not 
mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who 
sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who 
sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  9 And  let us not 
grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap,  if we do not 
give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 
and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”


James 3:1  “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for 
you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. “


1 Timothy 5:17-18 “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy 
of  double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and 
teaching.  18 For the Scripture says,  “You shall not muzzle an ox when it 
treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”


Church Leadership

What should a Church leader be like? Jesus Christ was the model for 
leadership. He declared, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep” John 10:11. It is within this verse that we 
see the perfect description of a Christian leader. He is one who acts as a 
shepherd to those “sheep” in his care.


What was Jesus’ method of leadership that we should emulate?


John 13:1-17  “Now before  the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During 
supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going 
back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and 
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taking a towel,  tied it around his waist.  5 Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said 
to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am 
doing  you do not understand now, but afterward you will 
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet!

Jesus answered him, If I do not wash you, you have no share with 
me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; 
that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”12 When he had washed 
their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said 
to them,  “Do you understand what I have done to you?  13  You call 
me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet,  you also ought to wash one 
another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example,  that you also should 
do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant  is not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”


1 Timothy 3:1-7 “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office 
of overseer, he desires a noble task.  2 Therefore  an overseer  must be 
above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable,  hospitable,  able to teach,  3  not a drunkard, not violent 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his 
own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for 
if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will 
he care for  God's church?  6  He must not be a recent convert, or he 
may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of 
the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he 
may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.”
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The shepherd is one who has several roles in regard to his sheep. He 
leads, feeds, nurtures, comforts, corrects and protects. The shepherd of 
the Lord’s flock leads by modeling godliness and righteousness in his 
own life and encouraging others to follow his example. Of course, our 
ultimate example—and the One we should follow—is Christ Himself.


• The church leader should lead well, primarily by example.

The Apostle Paul understood this: “Follow my example, as I follow the 
example of Christ” 1 Corinthians 11:1. The Christian leader is one who 
follows Christ and inspires others to follow Him as well.


Saint Francis of Assisi said this,

“Preach the Gospel and if necessary use words.” 


• The church leader should be able to feed the flock.

The word of God is the primary source for providing spiritual nutrition.

John 21:15-17 “When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said 
to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my 
lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said 
to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?”  Peter was grieved because he said to 
him  the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. 


• The Church leader should also provide comfort and counsel.

Ezekiel 34:16 “I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and 
I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.”


• Correct and protect.

Primarily through His word.
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Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet 
    and a light to my path.”


Psalm 1:1-4 “Blessed is the man 
    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    and on his law he meditates day and night.

3 He is like a tree 
    planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
    and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 
4 The wicked are not so, 
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away.”


Why is leadership so important in God’s kingdom? Because we’re sheep, 
plain and simple. Psalm 95:7 “For he is our God, and we are the people 
of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.”


We are His sheep

When Jesus referred to us as “sheep,” He was not only speaking in 
affectionate terms. In truth, sheep rank among the dumbest animals in 
creation. A stray sheep, still within earshot of the herd, becomes 
disoriented, confused, frightened, and incapable of finding its way back 
to the flock. Unable to ward off hungry predators, the stray is perhaps the 
most helpless of all creatures. Entire herds of sheep are known to have 
drowned during times of flash flooding even in sight of easily accessible 
higher ground. Like it or not, when Jesus called us His sheep, He was 
saying that without a shepherd, we are helpless.
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