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Pastor Clifford 
Easter Sunday, April 4th, 2021 

Why Do You Seek the Living 
Among the Dead? 

  
Genesis 3:17-19 “And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the 
voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 
‘You shall not eat of it, 'cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you 
shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring 
forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of 
your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it 
you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

• This was the introduction of DEATH to creation! 
• Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death.” 
• We now feel and experience the curse of death on a daily basis.  
• Death brings deterioration, pain, sorrow, sickness, hopelessness, 

and all as a result of SIN! 

John 11:17-27 “Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb  four days.  18  Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
about two miles off,  19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated 
in the house.  21 Martha said to  Jesus, “Lord,  if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you 
ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 
rise again.”  24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in  the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her,  “I am the resurrection 
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and  the life.  Whoever believes in me,  though he die,  yet shall he 
live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?”  27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord;  I believe that  you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

John 11:38-44 “Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It 
was  a cave, and  a stone lay against it.  39  Jesus said,  “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time 
there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to 
her,  “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see  the glory of 
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus  lifted up his eyes and 
said,  “Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  42  I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this  on account of the people standing 
around,  that they may believe that you sent me.”  43 When he had said 
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The 
man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, 
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 
let him go.” 

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

John 3:1-21 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews.  2  This man came to Jesus  by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”  4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and 
be born?”  5  Jesus answered,  “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That 
which is born of the flesh is  flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The 
wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 
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where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.” 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 
things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I 
have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe 
if I tell you heavenly things?  13  No one has  ascended into heaven 
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15 that whoever believes  in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world  to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not  believed in the name of the only Son of God.  19  And this is the 
judgment:  the light has come into the world, and  people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because  their works were evil.  20  For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to 
the light,  lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is 
true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have 
been carried out in God.” 

Luke 24:1-12 “But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to 
the tomb,  taking the spices they had prepared.  2 And they found  the 
stone rolled away from the tomb,  3 but when they went in they did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, 
behold,  two  men stood by them in dazzling apparel.  5  And as they 
were  frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to 
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but 
has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that 
the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be 
crucified and on  the third day rise.”  8  And  they remembered his 
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words,  9 and returning from the tomb they  told all these things to the 
eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and 
Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told 
these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle 
tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw  the linen cloths by themselves; and he 
went home marveling at what had happened.” 

John 11:25-26 “Jesus said to her,  “I am the resurrection and  the 
life.  Whoever believes in me,  though he die,  yet shall he live,  26  and 
everyone who lives and believes in me  shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” 

“Do you believe this?” 

2 Timothy 2:11 “The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, 
we will also live with him.”


• First there was life. 
• Death entered into the world through sin. 
• The wages of sin is death. 
• Death brings misery. 
• Jesus is the author of LIFE! 

1 Corinthians 15:54-55 “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, 
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 

CONCLUSION: 
You can run out of your Grave!


