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Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “Listen, O Israel! The  LORD  is our God, 
the  LORD  alone.  5 And you must love the  LORD  your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your strength.  6  And you must commit 
yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you 
today. 7 Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them 
when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are 
going to bed and when you are getting up. 8 Tie them to your hands and 
wear them on your forehead as reminders. 9 Write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates.” 

Deuteronomy 8:1-18  “Be careful to obey all the commands I am giving 
you today. Then you will live and multiply, and you will enter and occupy 
the land the  LORD  swore to give your ancestors.  2  Remember how 
the LORD your God led you through the wilderness for these forty years, 
humbling you and testing you to prove your character, and to find out 
whether or not you would obey his commands. 3 Yes, he humbled you by 
letting you go hungry and then feeding you with manna, a food 
previously unknown to you and your ancestors. He did it to teach you that 
people do not live by bread alone; rather, we live by every word that 
comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4 For all these forty years your clothes 
didn’t wear out, and your feet didn’t blister or swell. 5 Think about it: Just 
as a parent disciplines a child, the LORD your God disciplines you for your 
own good. 
     6 “So obey the commands of the LORD your God by walking in his ways 
and fearing him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land 
of flowing streams and pools of water, with fountains and springs that 
gush out in the valleys and hills.  8  It is a land of wheat and barley; of 
grapevines, fig trees, and pomegranates; of olive oil and honey. 9 It is a 
land where food is plentiful and nothing is lacking. It is a land where iron 
is as common as stone, and copper is abundant in the hills. 10 When you 
have eaten your fill, be sure to praise the LORD your God for the good 
land he has given you. 
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     11 “But that is the time to be careful! Beware that in your plenty 
you do not forget the  LORD  your God and disobey his commands, 
regulations, and decrees that I am giving you today. 12 For when you 
have become full and prosperous and have built fine homes to live 
in, 13 and when your flocks and herds have become very large and your 
silver and gold have multiplied along with everything else, be 
careful! 14 Do not become proud at that time and forget the LORD your 
God, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt.  
     15 Do not forget that he led you through the great and terrifying 
wilderness with its poisonous snakes and scorpions, where it was so hot 
and dry. He gave you water from the rock! 16 He fed you with manna in 
the wilderness, a food unknown to your ancestors. He did this to humble 
you and test you for your own good. 17 He did all this so you would never 
say to yourself, ‘I have achieved this wealth with my own strength and 
energy.’ 18 Remember the LORD your God. He is the one who gives you 
power to be successful, in order to fulfill the covenant he confirmed to 
your ancestors with an oath.” 

• God desires for us to be successful! That was His original plan. “But 
that is the time to be careful! Beware that in your plenty you do not 
forget the LORD your God…” 

• Unaware as it happens, we can allow our busy lives to crowd out our 
devotion to God. We enjoy our families, our homes, our food, our 
salvation—all of God’s blessings to us. But before we know it, we 
replace a devotion to the Lord with a devotion to His blessings. And in 
a sad, twisted irony, those blessings become our focus instead of the 
God who gave them. 

What are some of the steps or precautions we can take to insure that we 
do not forget the Lord? 
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Jeremiah 31:20-21 “Is Ephraim my dear son? 
    Is he my darling child? 
For as often as I speak against him, 
    I do remember him still. 
Therefore my heart yearns for him; 
    I will surely have mercy on him, 
declares the LORD. 
21 “Set up road markers for yourself; 
    make yourself guideposts; 
consider well the highway, 
    the road by which you went. 
Return, O virgin Israel, 
    return to these your cities.” 

When we set up a guidepost the most important thing to remember is:  
• Be consistent 
• Set aside part of your day specifically for remembering 
• Be intentional 

Guidepost #1: Be thankful in everything. 
Philippians 4:6 “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.” 

Guidepost #2: Be careful to obey. 
Deuteronomy 8:1 (CJB) “All the mitzvot I am giving you today you are to 
take care to obey, so that you will live, increase your  numbers, enter and 
take possession of the land ADONAI swore about to your ancestors.” (The 
word Mitzvot literally means instruction.) 
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Guidepost #3: Be devoted to his word. 
Deuteronomy 8:3 “Yes, he humbled you by letting you go hungry and 
then feeding you with manna, a food previously unknown to you and 
your ancestors. He did it to teach you that people do not live by bread 
alone; rather, we live by every word that comes from the mouth of 
the LORD.” 

Guidepost #4: Always have a heart of praise and prayer. 
Deuteronomy 8:10 “When you have eaten your fill, be sure to praise 
the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.” 

Guidepost #5: Be humble. 
1 Peter 5:5-6 “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
6 So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right 
time he will lift you up in honor.” 

Notice God’s emphasis through the repeated phrase: “which you did 
not.” The blessings His people would receive would come from  God’s 

hand—not from themselves. 

Deuteronomy 8:17 “He did all this so you would never say to yourself, ‘I 
have achieved this wealth with my own strength and energy.’” 

Bottom Line — 
Micah 6:8 “He has  told you, oh man , what is good; and  what does 
the  LORD  require of you but to  do justice, to  love  kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?”


