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ESUS ENCOUNTERS DESPERATION RESULTING IN FAITH

Mark 5:21-24 “And when
Jesus had crossed again in
the boat to the other side, a
great crowd gathered about
him, and he was beside the
sea.

22 Then came one of the
rulers of the synagogue,
Jairus by name, and seeing
him, he fell at his feet 23 and
implored him earnestly,
saying, ‘My little daughter is

at the point of death. Come
and lay your hands on her,
so that she may be made
well and live/ 2¢ And he

went with him.”

JESUS’
MINISTRY

» The ‘leader of the synagogue’ (Luke 8:41 NRSV) was an official appointed by the elders to
look after the building, its contents, and its arrangements for worship. In Luke 13:14 it is
the ruler who was outraged about the undignified disturbance caused when Jesus healed a

crippled woman on a Sabbath.

Mark 5:24-40 “And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 25 And there was a
woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered much
under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew
worse. 27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and
touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.”
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29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed
of her disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him,
immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And his
disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, “Who
touched me?”” 32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing
what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him
the whole truth. 3¢ And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace,
and be healed of your disease.”

35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, “Your
daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36 But overhearing what they said,
Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 And he allowed no one
to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 38 They came to the
house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing
loudly. 39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and
weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. “

» Having paid mourners is an ancient tradition and has been found in many societies. It can
also be found in the Old and New Testaments. For example, 2 Samuel 14:2-3 says, “And
Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman and said to her, “Pretend to be a
mourner and put on mourning garments. Do not anoint yourself with oil, but behave like
a woman who has been mourning many days for the dead. 3 Go to the king and speak thus
to him.” So Joab put the words in her mouth.”

Mark 5:40-43 “But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and those
who were with him and went in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to
her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 4 And immediately the girl
got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately
overcome with amazement. 43 And he strictly charged them that no one should know this,
and told them to give her something to eat.”

» We see in both instances that these individuals are in a desperate state when they hear
about (and probably witness) hope. Jairus’ daughter is about to die! This woman has been
bleeding for twelve years! On both accounts there desperation leads them to take
measures which involves their faith. Is desperation a prerequisite for faith?
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Mark 11:22-24 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “Trulyl tell you, if anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,” and does not doubt in their heart but believes
that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. Therefore I tell you, whatever you
ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”

Hebrews 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes
to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”

2 Corinthians 5:7 “For we live by faith, not by sight.”

James 2:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.”

Ephesians 6:16 “In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.”
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