


ACTS 11:1-18 
Now the apostles and the brothers who were 
throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 
saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate 
with them.”  But Peter began and explained it to 
them in order: “I was in the city of Joppa praying, 
and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a 
great sheet descending,



ACTS 11:1-18 (cont.) 
…being let down from heaven by its four corners, 
and it came down to me.  Looking at it closely, I 
observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles 
and birds of the air. And I heard a voice saying to 
me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I said, ‘By no 
means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has 
ever entered my mouth.’ But the voice answered a 
second time from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, do not call common.’   



ACTS 11:1-18 (cont.) 
This happened three times, and all was drawn up 
again into heaven.  And behold, at that very 
moment three men arrived at the house in which 
we were, sent to me from Caesarea. And the Spirit 
told me to go with them, making no distinction. 
These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man’s house. And he told us how he 
had seen the angel stand in his house and say, 
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon…



ACTS 11:1-18 (cont.) 
…who is called Peter;  he will declare to you a 
message by which you will be saved, you and all 
your household.’  As I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit fell on them just as on us at the 
beginning.  And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then 
God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us 
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,



ACTS 11:1-18 (cont.) 
…who was I that I could stand in God’s 
way?”  When they heard these things they fell 
silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the 
Gentiles also God has granted repentance that 
leads to life.” 



\AN OPEN AND 
AFFIRMING GOSPEL…
CHURCH…GOD 
ACTS 11:1-18



NO ONE CAN STAND  
IN GOD’S WAY,  
BUT SOME TRY



ACTS 11:13b-14 
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called 
Peter; he will declare to you a message by which 
you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 



ACTS 11:1-3 
Now the apostles and the brothers who were 
throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 
saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate 
with them.” 



MATTHEW 5:17 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them.”  





MARK 7:14-23 
And he called the people to him again and said to 
them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: There 
is nothing outside a person that by going into him 
can defile him, but the things that come out of a 
person are what defile him.”  And when he had 
entered the house and left the people, his disciples 
asked him about the parable.  And he said to 
them,   



MARK 7:14-23 (cont.) 
“Then are you also without understanding? Do you 
not see that whatever goes into a person from 
outside cannot defile him,  since it enters not his 
heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he 
declared all foods clean.)  And he said, “What 
comes out of a person is what defiles him.  For 
from within, out of the heart of man, come evil 
thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,  



MARK 7:14-23 (cont.) 
…coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, 
slander, pride, foolishness.  All these evil things 
come from within, and they defile a person.” 





AN OPEN AND 
AFFIRMING GOSPEL… 

CHURCH…GOD



ACTS 11:7-10 
“And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill 
and eat.’  But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for 
nothing common or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’  But the voice answered a second time 
from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not 
call common.’ This happened three times, and all 
was drawn up again into heaven.”





ACTS 10:34b-35 
“Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality,  but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him.”





ACTS 17:30b 
“…commands all people everywhere to repent….”  



ROMANS 10:12-13 
…there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his 
riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”   



EPHESIANS 1:3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption 
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according 
to the purpose of his will,    



EPHESIANS 1:3-14 (cont.) 
…to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he 
has blessed us in the Beloved.  In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, 



EPHESIANS 1:3-14 (cont.) 
…things in heaven and things on earth. In him we 
have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his 
will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
might be to the praise of his glory.  In him you 
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 
with the promised Holy Spirit, 



EPHESIANS 1:3-14 (cont.) 
…who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 





GOD’S DELIGHT IN 
SAVING SOULS



ACTS 10:36-43 
“As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching 
good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is 
Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after 
the baptism that John proclaimed:  how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him.    



ACTS 10:36-43 (cont.) 
“And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree,  but God 
raised him on the third day and made him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who had 
been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 



ACTS 10:36-43 (cont.) 
“And he commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one appointed by God 
to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all 
the prophets bear witness that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.”  





ROMANS 10:13-15 
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.” How then will they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching?  And how are they to preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who preach the good news!”    



ROMANS 3:22b-25 
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus,  whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.     





ACTS 11:18 
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted 
repentance that leads to life.”      






