


ACTS 13:1-12 
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets 
and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend 
of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.”  Then after 
fasting and praying they laid their hands on them 
and sent them off.  



ACTS 13:1-12 (cont.) 
So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went 
down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus.  When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of 
the Jews. And they had John to assist them. When 
they had gone through the whole island as far as 
Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a 
Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus.    



ACTS 13:1-12 (cont.) 
He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man 
of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul 
and sought to hear the word of God. But Elymas 
the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) 
opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away 
from the faith. But Saul, who was also called Paul, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at 
him and said, “You son of the devil, 



ACTS 13:1-12 (cont.) 
…you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit 
and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the 
straight paths of the Lord? And now, behold, the 
hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind 
and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately 
mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went 
about seeking people to lead him by the hand. 



ACTS 13:1-12 (cont.) 
Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what 
had occurred, for he was astonished at the 
teaching of the Lord.  



\MISSIONS, 
THE CHURCH, & 
THE HEART OF GOD 
ACTS 13:1-12



“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church.  
Worship is.  Missions exist because worship doesn’t.  
Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is 
ultimate, not man.  When this age is over, and the 

countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces 
before the throne of God, missions will be no more.  It 

is a temporary necessity.”



“But worship abides forever.  Worship, therefore, is the 
fuel and goal of missions.  It’s the goal of missions 

because in missions we simply aim to bring the nations 
into the white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory.  The goal 

of missions is the gladness of the people in the 
greatness of God.” 

JOHN PIPER
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HOW DO WE CATCH A VISION FOR MISSIONS? 

1. Together, we must look at the heart of God 
2. Together, we must worship and pray in earnest 
3. Together, we must send our best people 
4. Together, we must expect opposition 
5. Together, we must join God in his work 



ACTS 13:1 
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets 
and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend 
of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 



TOGETHER, WE 
MUST LOOK AT THE 

HEART OF GOD



ACTS 13:1 
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets 
and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend 
of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 



1 TIMOTHY 2:1-5 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people,  for kings and all who are in high 
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet 
life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, 
and it is pleasing in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 



1 TIMOTHY 2:1-5 (cont.) 
For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus,  who gave himself as a ransom for all, 
which is the testimony given at the proper time.  



TOGETHER, WE MUST 
WORSHIP AND PRAY 

IN EARNEST



ACTS 13:2 
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.” 





MATTHEW 28:19-20 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”   



“A prayerless church will always have a poor vision of 
the needs of the lost and perishing.  We will never see 
the great advances in the cause of the gospel without 
first seeing the church on her knees in prayer before 
the Lord.  Likewise, before the Lord begins to do a 

great work, he sets his people praying” 

DEREK THOMAS





TOGETHER, WE 
MUST SEND OUR 

BEST PEOPLE



ACTS 13:3 
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands 
on them and sent them off.   





TOGETHER, WE 
MUST EXPECT 
OPPOSITION



ACTS 13:9-11 
But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, “You 
son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, 
full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop 
making crooked the straight paths of the 
Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is 
upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see 
the sun for a time.”



ACTS 13:9-11 (cont.) 
Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and 
he went about seeking people to lead him by the 
hand.   





EPHESIANS 6:12 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.



ACTS 13:12 
Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what 
had occurred, for he was astonished at the 
teaching of the Lord. 





TOGETHER, WE 
MUST JOIN GOD IN 

HIS WORK




