


ABOUT THE  
KING’S BUSINESS 
DANIEL 8:1-27



DANIEL 8:1-15a 
In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a 
vision appeared to me, Daniel, after that which 
appeared to me at the first. And I saw in the 
vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa the citadel, 
which is in the province of Elam. And I saw in the 
vision, and I was at the Ulai canal. I raised my 
eyes and saw, and behold,



DANIEL 8:1-15a (CONT) 
…a ram standing on the bank of the canal. It had 
two horns, and both horns were high, but one was 
higher than the other, and the higher one came up 
last. I saw the ram charging westward and 
northward and southward. No beast could stand 
before him, and there was no one who could 
rescue from his power.  



DANIEL 8:1-15a (CONT) 
He did as he pleased and became great. As I was 
considering, behold, a male goat came from the 
west across the face of the whole earth, without 
touching the ground. And the goat had a 
conspicuous horn between his eyes. He came to 
the ram with the two horns, which I had seen 
standing on the bank of the canal,



DANIEL 8:1-15a (CONT) 
…and he ran at him in his powerful wrath. I saw 
him come close to the ram, and he was enraged 
against him and struck the ram and broke his two 
horns. And the ram had no power to stand before 
him, but he cast him down to the ground and 
trampled on him. And there was no one who could 
rescue the ram from his power. 



DANIEL 8:1-15a (CONT) 
Then the goat became exceedingly great, but when 
he was strong, the great horn was broken, and 
instead of it there came up four conspicuous horns 
toward the four winds of heaven. Out of one of 
them came a little horn, which grew exceedingly 
great toward the south, toward the east, and 
toward the glorious land.



DANIEL 8:1-15a (CONT) 
It grew great, even to the host of heaven. And 
some of the host and some of the stars it threw 
down to the ground and trampled on them. It 
became great, even as great as the Prince of the 
host. And the regular burnt offering was taken 
away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was 
overthrown.



DANIEL 8:1-15a (CONT) 
And a host will be given over to it together with the 
regular burnt offering because of transgression, 
and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act 
and prosper. Then I heard a holy one speaking, 
and another holy one said to the one who spoke, 
“For how long is the vision concerning the regular 
burnt offering, 



DANIEL 8:1-15a (CONT) 
…the transgression that makes desolate, and the 
giving over of the sanctuary and host to be 
trampled underfoot?” And he said to me, “For 
2,300 evenings and mornings. Then the sanctuary 
shall be restored to its rightful state.” When I, 
Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand 
it.





AN EXPOSITION OF 
DANIEL 8



“You will not understand a word 
Of all the words, including mine; 
Never you trouble; you can see, 

And all directness is divine— 
Stand up and keep your childishness: 

Read all the pedants’ screeds and strictures; 
But don’t believe in anything 

That can’t be told in colored pictures.” 

G. K. CHESTERTON 





DANIEL 7:5 
…and behold, another beast, a second one, like a 
bear.  It was raised up on one side. 





DANIEL 8:8 
Then the goat became exceedingly great, but when 
he was strong, the great horn was broken, and 
instead of it there came up four conspicuous horns 
toward the four winds. 



DANIEL 8:22 
As for the horn that was broken, in place of which 
four others arose, four kingdoms shall rise from his 
nation, but not with his power. 



DANIEL 8:9-11 
Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew 
exceedingly great toward the south, toward the 
east, and toward the glorious land. It grew great, 
even to the host of heaven.  And some of the host 
and some of the stars it threw down to the ground 
and trampled on them. It became great, even as 
great as the Prince of the host. 



DANIEL 8:24 
His power shall be great—but not by his own 
power… 





DANIEL 8:11b-12 
And the regular burnt offering was taken away 
from him, and the place of his sanctuary was 
overthrown.  And a host will be given over to it 
together with the regular burnt offering because of 
transgression, and it will throw truth to the ground, 
and it will act and prosper.



DANIEL 8:24-25 
His power shall be great—but not by his own 
power; and he shall cause fearful destruction and 
shall succeed in what he does, and destroy mighty 
men and the people who are the saints. By his 
cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his 
hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. 
Without warning he shall destroy many.



DANIEL 8:24-25 (CONT) 
And he shall even rise up against the Prince of 
princes.  





DANIEL 8:13-14 
Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another 
holy one said to the one who spoke, “For how 
long is the vision concerning the regular burnt 
offering, the transgression that makes desolate, 
and the giving over of the sanctuary and host to be 
trampled underfoot?” And he said to me, “For 
2,300 evenings and mornings.



DANIEL 8:13-14 (CONT) 
“Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful 
state.”  





DANIEL 8:25b 
By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under 
his hand, and in his own mind he shall become 
great. Without warning he shall destroy many. And 
he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, 
and he shall be broken—but by no human hand.





APPLICATION OF 
DANIEL 8



DANIEL 8:27 
And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some 
days. Then I rose and went about the king’s 
business, but I was appalled by the vision and did 
not understand it.



LESSON #1 

The vision of Daniel 8 teaches us that evil 
will always overstep itself. 



LESSON #2 

The vision of Daniel 8 teaches us how 
utterly weak the strongest and greatest of 

men are against the Most High God.



“Pride can motivate us to have a well-
controlled body, but only grace can 

produce a self-controlled life.” 

SINCLAIR FERGUSON 



LESSON #3 

The vision of Daniel 8 informs us as to the 
consistent pattern of satanic opposition to the 

work of God among his people.



1 PETER 5:8-11 
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, 
knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 
world. And after you have suffered a little while, 
the God of all grace, 



1 PETER 5:8-11 (CONT) 
…who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you. To him be the dominion forever and 
ever. Amen  




