


ACTS 15:22-35 
Then it seemed good to the apostles and the 
elders, with the whole church, to choose men from 
among them and send them to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, 
and Silas, leading men among the brothers, with 
the following letter: “The brothers, both the 
apostles and the elders, to the brothers who are of 
the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, 
greetings.     



ACTS 15:22-35 (cont.) 
“Since we have heard that some persons have 
gone out from us and troubled you with words, 
unsettling your minds, although we gave them no 
instructions,  it has seemed good to us, having 
come to one accord, to choose men and send 
them to you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, men who have risked their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.      



ACTS 15:22-35 (cont.) 
“We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who 
themselves will tell you the same things by word of 
mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us to lay on you no greater burden than 
these requirements:  that you abstain from what 
has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and 
from what has been strangled, and from sexual 
immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you 
will do well. Farewell.”      



ACTS 15:22-35 (cont.) 
So when they were sent off, they went down to 
Antioch, and having gathered the congregation 
together, they delivered the letter. And when they 
had read it, they rejoiced because of its 
encouragement. And Judas and Silas, who were 
t hemse l v e s p rophe t s , encou raged and 
strengthened the brothers with many words. And 
after they had spent some time, they were sent off 
in peace…



ACTS 15:22-35 (cont.) 
…by the brothers to those who had sent them. But 
Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching 
and preaching the word of the Lord, with many 
others also. 



\LIFE AND LOVE 
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OF GOD 
ACTS 15:22-35



“Any teaching that compromises the simple 
message of the gospel will rob Christians of 

their assurance and leave them feeling 
confused.” 

DAVID PETERSON





EPHESIANS 2:11-16 
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles 
in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh 
by hands—  remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world.      



EPHESIANS 2:11-16 (cont.) 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made 
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new man in place of 
the two, so making peace,



EPHESIANS 2:11-16 (cont.) 
…and might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.      





ACTS 15:19-21 
“Therefore my judgment is that we should not 
trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, but 
should write to them to abstain from the things 
polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and 
from what has been strangled, and from 
blood.  For from ancient generations Moses has 
had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is 
read every Sabbath in the synagogues.”    
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ACTS 15:22-35 SUMMED UP 
1. From what were the Gentile believers freed? 

2. To what were the Gentile believers bound? 

3. What was the response of the Gentile  
believers given the letter from Jerusalem? 





THE PRECIOUSNESS 
OF OUR CHRISTIAN 

FREEDOM



GENESIS 2:5-9 
When no bush of the field was yet in the land and 
no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for 
the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the 
land, and there was no man to work the ground, 
and a mist was going up from the land and was 
watering the whole face of the ground—then the 
LORD God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and the man became a living creature.   



GENESIS 2:5-9 (cont.) 
And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in 
the east, and there he put the man whom he had 
formed.  And out of the ground the LORD God 
made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil.       





GENESIS 2:15-17 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the 
LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You 
may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.”   





ACTS 15:24-28 
“Since we have heard that some persons have 
gone out from us and troubled you with words, 
unsettling your minds, although we gave them no 
instructions,  it has seemed good to us, having 
come to one accord, to choose men and send 
them to you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, men who have risked their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.    



ACTS 15:24-28 (cont.) 
We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who 
themselves will tell you the same things by word of 
mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us to lay on you no greater burden…”       





THE PRECIOUSNESS OF 
THE CONSCIENCES OF 

OTHER BELIEVERS



ACTS 15:19-20 
“Therefore my judgment is that we should not 
trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, but 
should write to them to abstain from the things 
polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and 
from what has been strangled, and from blood.” 



ACTS 15:21 
“For from ancient generations Moses has had in 
every city those who proclaim him, for he is read 
every Sabbath in the synagogues.” 



ACTS 15:28-29 
“For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to 
us to lay on you no greater burden than these 
requirements:  that you abstain from what has 
been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from 
what has been strangled, and from sexual 
immorality.” 





1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-15 
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 
nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 
God. And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ…



1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-15 (cont.) 
…and by the Spirit of our God.  “All things are 
lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All 
things are lawful for me,” but I will not be 
dominated by anything.  “Food is meant for the 
stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will 
destroy both one and the other. The body is not 
meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and 
the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord 
and will also raise us up by his power.        



1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-15 (cont.) 
Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and 
make them members of a prostitute? Never!        





THE PRECIOUSNESS OF 
THE FAMILY OF GOD 

(WHAT OUR LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER SIGNIFIES)



JOHN 13:34-35 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another. By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 



ACTS 15:30-31 
So when they were sent off, they went down to 
Antioch, and having gathered the congregation 
together, they delivered the letter. And when they 
had read it, they rejoiced because of its 
encouragement.  





PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than 
yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests of others.  




