
A. Sermon Scripture 

The Gospel Goes to Jail
Acts 16:20-40

Acts 16:20–29 (ESV)
And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, 
and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as 
Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And 
when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, 
ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them 
into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were 
opened, and everyone’s bonds were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that 
the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not 
harm yourself, for we are all here.” And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and 
trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas.

Acts 16:30–40 (ESV)
Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them 
the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he 
and all his family. Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. 
And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God. 
But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” And 
the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you 
go. Therefore come out now and go in peace.” But Paul said to them, “They have 
beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us 
into prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves 
and take us out.” The police reported these words to the magistrates, and they were 
afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens. So they came and apologized 
to them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city. So they went out 
of the prison and visited Lydia. And when they had seen the brothers, they 
encouraged them and departed.



B. GROUP RESOURCE

1) Read Acts 16: 20-40. Think about the 4 ways to think about the text
a) What stands out?
b) What questions would you have?
c) What could you apply this week?
d) Where do you see Jesus?

2) Why does it affect unbelievers so positively when they see us show trust and 
contentment and faith in suffering, and kindness and forgiveness in cruel injustice?  
Why, in our culture, may this work better than words?

3) We only act according to our savior. Think about what makes you anxious, mad, 
fearful or incredibly happy. How can we use those feelings to help us determine our 
functional saviors?

4) The greatest answer to the greatest question was "Believe on the Lord Jesus." What 
does that mean, and how would Paul maybe have unpacked that for the Jailer in his 
home?

5) Inwardly changed lives will manifest outward changes. Must that be true? And if so, 
why? 

6) Christian integrity. Do you think the church has shown sacrificial leadership? 
Authentic leadership? Do your spiritual leaders (or ones on TV) practice what they 
believe?  How have you been hurt by moral leadership in the past, and how can we 
pray for our leaders today. How do we show integrity in our own actions?

7) Prayer and Praise


