
A. SERMON SLIDES

Slide 1:
Desperate Housewives of Egypt
Genesis 39

Slide 2:
Genesis 39:1–23 (ESV)
Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of 
the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 
The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his 
Egyptian master. His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that 
he did to succeed in his hands. So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made 
him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. From the time that he made 
him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for 
Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field. So he left all 
that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything but the 
food he ate.
Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. And after a time his master’s wife cast her 
eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, 
because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything 
that he has in my charge. He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything 
from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin 
against God?” And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside 
her or to be with her.
But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house was 
there in the house, she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment 
in her hand and fled and got out of the house. And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment 
in her hand and had fled out of the house, she called to the men of her household and said to 
them, “See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, 
and I cried out with a loud voice. And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, 
he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the house.” Then she laid up his garment by 
her until his master came home, and she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, 
whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. But as soon as I lifted up my 
voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.”
As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant 
treated me,” his anger was kindled. And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, 
the place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. But the LORD 
was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of 
the prison. And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in the 
prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. The keeper of the prison paid no 
attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the LORD was with him. And 
whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.

Slide 3:
The Joseph narrative highlights God's hidden work.
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Understanding Two Biblical Concepts
I. Prosperity (and its relationship with God's presence)
II. Temptation (and its relationship to God and others)
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PROSPERITY
What it CANNOT always be defined by:
1) Financial Wealth
2) Physical Freedom
3) Marriage
4) Children
5) Easy Upward Mobility
6) Rapid Upward Mobility
7) Continual Upward Mobility
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BIBLICAL Prosperity
"Tsalach" = Success = Walking with God and bringing order, wisdom, shalom.
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TEMPTATION
Satan tempts to our demise
God tests to our spiritual refinement
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Why is Potiphar's wife being tempted?
1) Her husband was most likely a Eunuch
2) She is being led by her eyes
3) She has all the power
4) Little or no consequences for her actions
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Why is Joseph only being tested, and not tempted?
1) Concern for his master (others)
"My master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in 
my charge."
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Why is Joseph only being tested, and not tempted?
1) Concern for his master (others)
2) Concern for his God
"How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?"
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Psalm 51:4 (ESV)
"Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight."
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Joseph was living out the "greatest commandment" before it was ever codified.

Slide 13:
Jesus, the Better Joseph

B. GROUP DISCUSSION

1) Read Genesis 39. Who are the main characters, and what do you think all of this is about? 
What stands out to you?

2) What can Joseph tell us about the Biblical concept of prosperity. What is it, and why would 
God be prospering Joseph? 

3) Where do you see God's Providence in the text? Where are all the places that if it didn't 
happen Joseph never gets in front of the Pharaoh over Egypt?

4) What can Joseph tell us about the Biblical concept of temptation? Did Joseph seem tempted, 
or only Potiphar's wife? Why?

5) In what way does Genesis 39:8-10 show us that Joseph was living out the greatest 
commandment without ever knowing what it was!?

6) How is Joseph a foreshadowing figure to the later Messiah? Can you think of the many 
similarities in their stories?

7) Prayer and praise  


