A. SERMON SLIDES
Slide 1:
Faith Grown in Forgottenness
Genesis 40
Slide 2:
Genesis 40:1–23 (ESV)
Some time after this, the cupbearer of the king of Egypt and his baker
committed an offense against their lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh
was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker,
and he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in
the prison where Joseph was confined. The captain of the guard
appointed Joseph to be with them, and he attended them. They
continued for some time in custody.
And one night they both dreamed—the cupbearer and the baker of the
king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison—each his own dream, and
each dream with its own interpretation. When Joseph came to them in
the morning, he saw that they were troubled. So he asked Pharaoh’s
officers who were with him in custody in his master’s house, “Why are
your faces downcast today?” They said to him, “We have had dreams, and
there is no one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to them, “Do not
interpretations belong to God? Please tell them to me.”
So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and said to him, “In my
dream there was a vine before me, and on the vine there were three
branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and the clusters
ripened into grapes. Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes
and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s
hand.” Then Joseph said to him, “This is its interpretation: the three
branches are three days. In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and
restore you to your office, and you shall place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand
as formerly, when you were his cupbearer. Only remember me, when it is
well with you, and please do me the kindness to mention me to Pharaoh,
and so get me out of this house. For I was indeed stolen out of the land of
the Hebrews, and here also I have done nothing that they should put me
into the pit.”
When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was favorable, he said
to Joseph, “I also had a dream: there were three cake baskets on my
head, 1and in the uppermost basket there were all sorts of baked food for
Pharaoh, but the birds were eating it out of the basket on my head.” And

Joseph answered and said, “This is its interpretation: the three baskets
are three days. In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head—from you!—
and hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat the flesh from you.”
On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he made a feast for all
his servants and lifted up the head of the chief cupbearer and the head of
the chief baker among his servants. He restored the chief cupbearer to
his position, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. But he hanged the
chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. Yet the chief cupbearer
did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.
Slide 3:
How will the dream come true?
1) Good Decisions = Dream Fulfilled
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How will the dream come true?
1) Good Decisions = Dream Fulfilled
2) Human Ingenuity = Dream Fulfilled
Slide 5:
Mystery of Providence
We cannot say all things are fated therefore we do nothing, nor can we
say we must act to secure our future goals.
Slide 6:
It's easier to trust in God's sovereignty when it's not your life.
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What is Joseph's role in God's sovereignty?
Have Faith
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"Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him"
Slide 9:
If the dream is going to break out in fullness, even the dreamer must die
Slide 10:
Faith is developed in the harsh forgottenness of God's hidden providence
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How can we develop our faith in the season of forgottenness?
1) Cling to God and not your own understanding
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How can we develop our faith in the season of forgottenness?
1) Cling to God and not your own understanding
2) Cling to God's glory, and die to your own.
B. GROUP DISCUSSION
1) Please read Genesis 40. Who are the characters in the story? What is
this story about in your opinion?
2) God gives Joseph a dream of ruling as a 17 year old boy. He does not
give him a dream of being a slave or a prisoner. Why do you think God did
that? What is going to be required of Joseph to make this dream come
true?
3) Have you found it easier to see God's providence in terrible
circumstances when it is someone else's life? Why is it so possible in our
culture to have faith that God is sovereign, even in the "bad" news?
4) Why is it impossible from our perspective to judge if something is truly
bad that happens to us?
5) Why is it so hard to be forgotten or invisible to others? What is the
antidote?
6) Prayer and praise

