
A. SERMON SLIDES

Slide 1: 
Go To Joseph 
Genesis 41 

Slide 2: 
No Privilege - No Pit 
No Pit - No Potiphar 
No Potiphar - No Prison 
No Prison - No Palace 

Slide 3: 
Genesis 41:1–4 (ESV) 
After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, and 
behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows, attractive and plump, and they fed 
in the reed grass. And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the 
Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. And the ugly, 
thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. 

Slide 4: 
Genesis 41:5–7 (ESV) 
And he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, 
plump and good, were growing on one stalk. And behold, after them sprouted seven 
ears, thin and blighted by the east wind. And the thin ears swallowed up the seven 
plump, full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 

Slide 5: 
Genesis 41:8 (ESV) 
So in the morning his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians 
of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who 
could interpret them to Pharaoh. 

Slide 6: 
The big problem with the kingdoms of earth 
The earthly empire is helpless before the inscrutable power of God 

Slide 7: 
Isaiah 51:12 (ESV) 
“I, I am he who comforts you; 
who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, 
of the son of man who is made like grass?" 
Proverbs 19:21 (ESV) 
Many are the plans in the mind of a man, 
but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand. 



Slide 8: 
Genesis 41:9–13 (ESV) 
Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “I remember my offenses today. When 
Pharaoh was angry with his servants and put me and the chief baker in custody in the 
house of the captain of the guard, we dreamed on the same night, he and I, each 
having a dream with its own interpretation. A young Hebrew was there with us, a 
servant of the captain of the guard. When we told him, he interpreted our dreams to 
us, giving an interpretation to each man according to his dream. And as he 
interpreted to us, so it came about. I was restored to my office, and the baker was 
hanged.” 

Slide 9: 
The earthly kingdom wants to use the heavenly kingdom for its own purposes. 
But God is using the earthly kingdom to fulfill His purposes 

Slide 10: 
Genesis 41:14 (ESV) 
Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of the pit. 
And when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. 

Slide 11: 
Genesis 41:15–16 (ESV) 
And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can 
interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret 
it.” Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable 
answer.” 

Slide 12: 
Genesis 41:17–24 (ESV) 
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, in my dream I was standing on the banks of the 
Nile. Seven cows, plump and attractive, came up out of the Nile and fed in the reed 
grass. Seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and thin, such as I 
had never seen in all the land of Egypt. And the thin, ugly cows ate up the first seven 
plump cows, but when they had eaten them no one would have known that they had 
eaten them, for they were still as ugly as at the beginning. Then I awoke. I also saw in 
my dream seven ears growing on one stalk, full and good. Seven ears, withered, thin, 
and blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them, and the thin ears swallowed up 
the seven good ears. And I told it to the magicians, but there was no one who could 
explain it to me.” 

Slide 13: 
Genesis 41:25 (ESV) 
Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to 
Pharaoh what he is about to do." 



Slide 14: 
Genesis 41:26–32 (ESV) 
"The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the 
dreams are one. The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven 
years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also seven years of 
famine. It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 
There will come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, but 
after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten 
in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the land, and the plenty will be 
unknown in the land by reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very 
severe. And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, 
and God will shortly bring it about." 

Slide 15: 
God has allowed Pharaoh to see the future, so Joseph feels like there is freedom and 
responsibility to manage it. Or why else would God reveal it? 

Slide 16: 
Genesis 41:33–36 (ESV) 
"Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the 
land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-
fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt during the seven plentiful years. And let 
them gather all the food of these good years that are coming and store up grain under 
the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it. That food shall 
be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the 
land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine." 

Slide 17: 
Genesis 41:37–45 (ESV) 
This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. And Pharaoh said to his servants, 
“Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” Then Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you 
are. You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you 
command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.” And Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his signet 
ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine 
linen and put a gold chain about his neck. And he made him ride in his second chariot. 
And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over all the land of 
Egypt. Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no 
one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” And Pharaoh called Joseph’s 
name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in marriage Asenath, the daughter of 
Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land of Egypt. 



Slide 18: 
1) Royal Proclamation 
2) Insignia of the office 
3) Public affirmation/acclamation 
4) Given a royal name/new name 
5) Integration fully through marriage 

Slide 19: 
We all must walk a tightrope of secular enculturation and fidelity to God 
(What can I do in order to assimilate and have impact in my culture, and what must I 
NOT do because of my faith in the God above?) 

Slide 20: 
Genesis 41:46–57 (ESV) 
Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the land of 
Egypt. During the seven plentiful years the earth produced abundantly, and he 
gathered up all the food of these seven years, which occurred in the land of Egypt, 
and put the food in the cities. He put in every city the food from the fields around it. 
And Joseph stored up grain in great abundance, like the sand of the sea, until he 
ceased to measure it, for it could not be measured. 
Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the daughter 
of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. Joseph called the name of the firstborn 
Manasseh. “For,” he said, “God has made me forget all my hardship and all my 
father’s house.” The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has made me 
fruitful in the land of my affliction.” 
The seven years of plenty that occurred in the land of Egypt came to an end, and the 
seven years of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. There was famine in all 
lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. When all the land of Egypt was 
famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, 
“Go to Joseph. What he says to you, do.” 
So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses 
and sold to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. Moreover, 
all the earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe 
over all the earth. 

Slide 21: 
"Go to Joseph, what he says to you, do" 

Slide 22: 
Go to Jesus, and what He says to you, do 



B. GROUP DISCUSSION

1) Read Genesis 41. Everything finally works out for Joseph, and just as God had 
predicted (predestined). Why do you think God showed Joseph the destination and 
not the journey?
What else stands out to you in this text?

2) The kingdoms of this world have power, but how much power do they have over our 
destination? In a moment Pharaoh realizes that there is Someone Else who determines 
the future and has the real power.
How should Christians process this truth? Do you think we have fully incorporated that 
truth, and if not, how do you see responses to our culture that seems to lack that 
perspective?

3) Joseph proclaims God over the future that is set, but does not proclaim God over 
his advice to manage it. Explain the difference between those two things. Talk about 
other responses to this future that Pharaoh could have employed. Do you think 
Joseph's advice was "Christian?" Why or why not.

4) How do you walk the tightrope between assimilation to culture for impact, and 
separation for faithfulness to God? 
Maybe your group can discuss these tensions in regards to any of the following: Covid 
19 protocols and vaccines, celebration of holidays, media usage in the family, alcohol 
usage, diet, school choices, usage of finances, etc.
Do you find yourself judging others for coming to different decisions in these areas? 

5) The only answer to our need is Jesus. We are to go to Jesus for our salvation. Have 
you ever felt that need as crucially as starving to death physically? 
What happens when we go to Jesus? What does He tell us to do?

6) Prayer and Praise


