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“When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods 
who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land 
of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” So Aaron said to them, “Take off 
the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and 
bring them to me.” So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears 
and brought them to Aaron. And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it 
with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an 
altar before it…” 
Exodus 32:1-5a 
  
1. Our Sinful Hearts Create Objects Of Worship 
  
“And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of 
the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of 
the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and 
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it … And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. Now therefore let me alone, that my 
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a 
great nation of you.” 
Exodus 32:7-10 
  
“But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 
and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring 
them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the 
earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your 
own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all 
this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it 
forever.’” And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his 
people.” 
Exodus 32:11-14 
  
2. God Gives Grace To Undeserving People 
   
“And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses' 
anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot 
of the mountain. He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground 
it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it.” 



 

Exodus 32:19-20 
  
“And Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people, that they 
are set on evil. For they said to me, ‘Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this 
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.’ So I said to them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave it to 
me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.” 
Exodus 32:22-24 
  
3. Our Flesh Makes Excuses For Our Sinful Behavior 
  
“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor 
him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened.” 
Romans 1:20-21 
  
“So Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin. 
They have made for themselves gods of gold. But now, if you will forgive their sin—but 
if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written.” But the Lord said to 
Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book. But now go, lead 
the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go 
before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them.” Then 
the Lord sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one that Aaron 
made.” 
Exodus 32:31-35 
  
“The Lord said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the people whom you 
have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give it.’ I will send an angel before 
you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go 
up among you, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.” 
Exodus 33:1-3 
  
“When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the 
entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. And when all the people 
saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise up 
and worship, each at his tent door. Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, 
as a man speaks to his friend.” 
Exodus 33:9-11a 
  



 

4. Close Proximity with God Creates Friendship 
  
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was 
called a friend of God.” 
James 2:23 
  
“Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that 
I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your 
people.” And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he 
said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. For 
how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not 
in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other 
people on the face of the earth?” 
Exodus 33:13-16 
  
5. We Need God’s Presence Above Anything Else 
  
“And the Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you 
have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Please show me 
your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will 
proclaim before you my name ‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot 
see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a 
place by me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory passes by I will put 
you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 
Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be 
seen.” 
Exodus 33:17-23 
  
6. God’s Glory Is Centered On His Character 
  
“The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name 
of the Lord. The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but 
who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children 
and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 
Exodus 34:5-7 
  
“And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. And he said, “If 
now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, 
for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your 
inheritance.” 



 

Exodus 34:8-9 
  
“When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his 
hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his 
face shone because he had been talking with God. Aaron and all the people of Israel 
saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near 
him. But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation 
returned to him, and Moses talked with them. Afterward all the people of Israel came 
near, and he commanded them all that the Lord had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 
And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 
  
Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would remove the veil, 
until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was 
commanded, the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' 
face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to 
speak with him.” 
Exodus 34:29-35 
  
7. Encountering God Changes People  


