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Bible Recap Ruth:  Ruth 1:1      January 28, 2024 
 
Ruth 1:1–5 (ESV)  In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in 
Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was 
Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were 
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, 
the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the 
one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5 and both Mahlon and Chilion 
died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 
 
Life Principal: Fear-Based Decisions Made During The Pressure Of A Crisis Are Often Unwise. 
 
Ruth 1:6–17 (ESV)  6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had 
heard in the fields of Moab that the Lord had visited his people and given them food. 7 So she set out from the 
place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 
8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house. May the Lord deal 
kindly (Hesed) with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The Lord grant that you may find rest, 
each of you in the house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And 
they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why 
will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my 
daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a 
husband this night and should bear sons, 13 would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore 
refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the 
Lord has gone out against me.” 14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-
in-law, but Ruth clung to her.  15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her 
gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following 
you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God 
my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if 
anything but death parts me from you.” 
 
Life Principal: Trust In God’s Character As Revealed In His Word Rather Than Your Conclusions As Determined By 
Your Experiences. 
 
Life Principal: Righteous And Loving Behavior Is Sometimes Found In Unexpected People And Places. 

 
Ruth 1:19–22 (ESV)  19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came to 
Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them. And the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to 
them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went away full, 
and the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the Lord has testified against me and the 
Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” 22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with 
her, who returned from the country of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest. 
 
Life Principle:  Rightly Believing In Divine Sovereignty Without Also Believing In Divine Goodness Becomes A 
Burden Instead Of A Blessing. 
 
Ruth 4:14a.  Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you….  
 
Ruth 2:1–4 (ESV)  Now Naomi had a relative of her husband’s, a worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose 
name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain 
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after him in whose sight I shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she set out and went and 
gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who 
was of the clan of Elimelech. 4 And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, “The Lord be 
with you!” And they answered, “The Lord bless you.” 
 
Life Principal:  God Is In Control So There’s No Chance That Life Happens By Chance. 
 
Ruth 2:5–16 (ESV)  5 Then Boaz said to his young man who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is 
this?” 6 And the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite woman, who 
came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves 
after the reapers.’ So she came, and she has continued from early morning until now, except for a short rest.”  
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one, but 
keep close to my young women. 9 Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and go after them. Have I 
not charged the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink what the 
young men have drawn.” 10 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found 
favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” 11 But Boaz answered her, “All that 
you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully told to me, and how you 
left your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before. 12 The Lord 
repay you for what you have done, and a full reward be given you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take refuge!” 13 Then she said, “I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, for you have 
comforted me and spoken kindly to your servant, though I am not one of your servants.”  14 And at mealtime 
Boaz said to her, “Come here and eat some bread and dip your morsel in the wine.” So she sat beside the 
reapers, and he passed to her roasted grain. And she ate until she was satisfied, and she had some left over. 
15 When she rose to glean, Boaz instructed his young men, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and 
do not reproach her. 16 And also pull out some from the bundles for her and leave it for her to glean, and do not 
rebuke her.” 
 
Life Principal: Doing Good For Others And To Others Will Ultimately Be Good For You. 
 
Psalm 62:12 (ESV)  12and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. For you will render to a man according to his 
work. 
 
Galatians 6:9–10 (ESV)  9And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not 
give up.   10So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith. 
 
Hebrews 6:10 (ESV)  10For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his 
name in serving the saints, as you still do. 
 
Ruth 2:18–20 (ESV)  18 And she took it up and went into the city. Her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. 
She also brought out and gave her what food she had left over after being satisfied. 19 And her mother-in-law 
said to her, “Where did you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice of 
you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, “The man’s name with whom I worked 
today is Boaz.” 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the Lord, whose kindness has 
not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close relative of ours, one of our 
redeemers.” 
 
Ruth 3:1–4 (ESV)  Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not seek rest for you, that it 
may be well with you? 2 Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you were? See, he is winnowing 
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barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3 Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your cloak and go down 
to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 
4 But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will 
tell you what to do.” 
 
Ruth 3:8–11 (ESV)  8 At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! 9 He 
said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, for you 
are a redeemer.” 10 And he said, “May you be blessed by the Lord, my daughter. You have made this last 
kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 And now, my 
daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy 
woman. 
 
Life Principal: The Kinsman Redeemer Is A Relative Who Willingly Sacrifices So That Another Can Be Free And 
Enjoy Their Inheritance. 
 
Hebrews 2:14 (ESV)  14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  
 
Titus 2:13–14 (ESV)  13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works. 
 
Ruth 3:12–13 (ESV)  12 And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I. 13 Remain 
tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, 
then, as the Lord lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.”  
 
Ruth 4:1–6, 10 (ESV)  Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down there. And behold, the redeemer, of 
whom Boaz had spoken, came by. So Boaz said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down here.” And he turned aside and sat 
down. 2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down. 3 Then he said 
to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that 
belonged to our relative Elimelech. 4 So I thought I would tell you of it and say, ‘Buy it in the presence of those 
sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you will not, 
tell me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, and I come after you.” And he said, “I will 
redeem it.” 5 Then Boaz said, “The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the 
Moabite, the widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.” 6 Then the 
redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption 
yourself, for I cannot redeem it.”….   10Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I have bought to be my 
wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from 
among his brothers and from the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day.” 
 
Ruth 4:13–17 (ESV)  13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the Lord gave her 
conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you 
this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and 
a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has 
given birth to him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. 17 And the 
women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. 
He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
  


