Bible Recap: 1 Samuel: 1 Samuel 12.7 February 18, 2023.

1 Samuel 12:7-12 (ESV) 7 Now therefore stand still that | may plead (judge or testify) with you before the
Lord concerning all the righteous deeds of the Lord that he performed for you and for your fathers. #When
Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them, then your fathers cried out to the Lord and the
Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this place. ° But
they forgot the Lord their God. And he sold them into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor,
and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab. And they fought against them.
10 And they cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord and have
served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. But now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, that we may serve
you.” ' And the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah and Samuel and delivered you out of the hand
of your enemies on every side, and you lived in safety. 2 And when you saw that Nahash the king of the
Ammonites came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,” when the Lord your God
was your king.

Life Principle: People Sometimes Expect God’s Blessings While Bypassing God’s Prerequisite Of Confession
And Repentance.

1 Samuel 12:13-15 (ESV) 3 And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have asked;
behold, the Lord has set a king over you. *If you will fear the Lord and serve him and obey his voice and not
rebel against the commandment of the Lord, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will follow
the Lord your God, it will be well. *°> But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the
commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you and your king.

Life Principle: It Is Always Better To Go God’s Way Than To Get Your Way.

1 Samuel 12:18-20 (ESV) #So Samuel called upon the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day,
and all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. '° And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your
servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for
ourselves a king.” 2 And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not
turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.

Life Principle: We Need To Understand Both The Gravity Of Our Sin And The Greatness Of God’s Mercy And
Grace.

Matthew 7:3 (ESV) 3Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is
in your own eye?

1 Samuel 13:3-5, 8-14 (ESV) 3Jonathan defeated the garrison of the Philistines that was at Geba, and the
Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear.”

4 And all Israel heard it said that Saul had defeated the garrison of the Philistines, and also that Israel had
become a stench to the Philistines. And the people were called out to join Saul at Gilgal. °And the
Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen and troops like
the sand on the seashore in multitude. They came up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth-
aven...... 2He (Saul) waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal,
and the people were scattering from him. ?So Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace
offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 1° As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering,
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behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. ! Samuel said, “What have you
done?” And Saul said, “When | saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come
within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 21 said, ‘Now the Philistines
will come down against me at Gilgal, and | have not sought the favor of the Lord.’ So | forced myself, and
offered the burnt offering.” 3 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the
command of the Lord your God, with which he commanded you. For then the Lord would have established
your kingdom over Israel forever. 1 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought out a
man after his own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have
not kept what the Lord commanded you.”

Life Principle: We Need To Stay Committed To Obeying God Even Under Great Pressure.

1 Samuel 14:6-10, 13-14 (ESV) °Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, “Come, let us go
over to the garrison of these uncircumcised. It may be that the Lord will work for us, for nothing can hinder
the Lord from saving by many or by few.” 7 And his armor-bearer said to him, “Do all that is in your heart.
Do as you wish. Behold, | am with you heart and soul.” 2 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will cross over to
the men, and we will show ourselves to them. °If they say to us, ‘Wait until we come to you,” then we will
stand still in our place, and we will not go up to them. 1°But if they say, ‘Come up (the rocky incline) to us,’
then we will go up, for the Lord has given them into our hand. And this shall be the sign to us.”...... *Then
Jonathan climbed up on his hands and feet, and his armor-bearer after him. And they fell before Jonathan,
and his armor-bearer killed them after him. 1* And that first strike, which Jonathan and his armor-bearer
made, killed about twenty men within as it were half a furrow’s length in an acre of land.

Life Principle: Faith In The Lord Is Key To Having Boldness And Confidence In Doing The Lord’s Work.

1 Samuel 14:16-19, 35-36 (ESV) ¢ And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and behold, the
multitude was dispersing here and there. ¥’ Then Saul said to the people who were with him, “Count and
see who has gone from us.” And when they had counted, behold, Jonathan and his armor-bearer were not
there. So Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God here.” For the ark of God went at that time with the
people of Israel. 1 Now while Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the camp of the Philistines
increased more and more. So Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.”...... 35 And Saul built an altar to
the Lord; it was the first altar that he built to the Lord. 3¢Then Saul said, “Let us go down after the
Philistines by night and plunder them until the morning light; let us not leave a man of them.” And they
said, “Do whatever seems good to you.” But the priest said, “Let us draw near to God here.”

Life Principle: Foolish People Make Decisions Based On Their Own Wisdom And Observations Rather Than
Depending On Divine Revelation.
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