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Bible Recap Exodus:  Exodus 21:1       February 12, 2023 
 
Life Principle:  God Laws In Exodus 21-23 Express His Expectation And Command That We Treat All People With 
Kindness And Justice. 
 
Exodus 21:1–6 (ESV)  1“Now these are the rules that you shall set before them.  2When you buy a Hebrew slave, 
he shall serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free, for nothing.  3If he comes in single, he shall go out 
single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him.  4If his master gives him a wife and she bears 
him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master’s, and he shall go out alone.  5But if the 
slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,’ 6then his master shall bring 
him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an 
awl, and he shall be his slave forever. 
 
Life Principle: Employers And Employees Shall Not Take Advantage Of One Another. 
 
Exodus 21:7–11 (ESV)  7“When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do.  8If 
she does not please her master, who has designated her for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall 
have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has broken faith with her.  9If he designates her for his son, 
he shall deal with her as with a daughter.  10If he takes another wife to himself, he shall not diminish her food, 
her clothing, or her marital rights.  11And if he does not do these three things for her, she shall go out for nothing, 
without payment of money. 
 
Ex 21:16  16“Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to death.  
 
Ex 21:12–15, 17 12“Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to death.  13But if he did not lie in wait for him, 
but God let him fall into his hand, then I will appoint for you a place to which he may flee.  14But if a man willfully 
attacks another to kill him by cunning, you shall take him from my altar, that he may die.  15“Whoever strikes his 
father or his mother shall be put to death….17“Whoever curses his father or his mother shall be put to death. 

 
Life Principle: People Are Not To Be Punished For Accidents But Are To Be Punished For Intentional Acts Of 
Physical Harm. 
 
Matthew 15:3–6 (ESV)  3He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of 
your tradition?  4For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever reviles father or 
mother must surely die.’  5But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained 
from me is given to God,”  6he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void 
the word of God. 
 
Exodus 21:18–21 (ESV)  18“When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist and the man 
does not die but takes to his bed,  19then if the man rises again and walks outdoors with his staff, he who struck 
him shall be clear; only he shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall have him thoroughly healed.  20“When a 
man strikes his slave, male or female, with a rod and the slave dies under his hand, he shall be avenged.  21But if 
the slave survives a day or two, he is not to be avenged, for the slave is his money. 
 
Life Principle: Victims Of Wrongdoing Should Be Fairly But Not Excessively Compensated. 
 
Exodus 21:26–27 (ESV)  26“When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or female, and destroys it, he shall let 
the slave go free because of his eye.  27If he knocks out the tooth of his slave, male or female, he shall let the 
slave go free because of his tooth. 
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Exodus 21:22–25 (ESV)  22“When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that her children come out, 
but there is no harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined, as the woman’s husband shall impose on him, 
and he shall pay as the judges determine.  23But if there is harm, then you shall pay life for life,  24eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,  25burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 
 
Life Principal: Punishment For Wrongdoing Should Be Always Conform To The Degree Of The Wrongdoing. 
 
Exodus 22:1–3 (ESV)  1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an ox, 
and four sheep for a sheep.  2If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no 
bloodguilt for him,  3but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be bloodguilt for him. He shall surely pay. If he 
has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. 
 
Life Principal: Self-Defense Is Allowable But Unnecessary Or Excessive Force Will Be Punished Accordingly. 
 
Exodus 22:16–17 (ESV)  16“If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed and lies with her, he shall give the 
bride-price for her and make her his wife.  17If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money 
equal to the bride-price for virgins. 
 
Life Principal: Sexual Intimacy Without The Commitment And Responsibility Of Marriage Is Wrong In God’s Eyes.  
 
Exodus 22:21–27 (ESV)  21“You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of 
Egypt.  22You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child.  23If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, 
I will surely hear their cry,  24and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall 
become widows and your children fatherless.  25“If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, 
you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from him.  26If ever you take your 
neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down,  27for that is his only covering, 
and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am 
compassionate. 
 
Life Principal: God’s People Have A Special Obligation To Treat The Disadvantaged Or Vulnerable With Justice. 
 
Luke 6:34–35 (ESV)  34And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil.  
 
Exodus 23:9–11 (ESV)  9“You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you were 
sojourners in the land of Egypt.  10“For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield,  11but the seventh 
year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the beasts of 
the field may eat. You shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your olive orchard. 
Exodus 23:4–5 (ESV)  4“If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you shall bring it back to him.  5If 
you see the donkey of one who hates you lying down under its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; 
you shall rescue it with him. 
 
Life Principal: God’s People Have A Responsibility To Even Treat Their Enemies With Kindness. 
 
Luke 6:27–28 (ESV)  27“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  28bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 
 


