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Bible Recap:  Numbers 17:1       June 11, 2023 
 
Life Principle: Dissatisfaction With How The Lord Has Directed Your Life Circumstances Can Be Very Dangerous. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:8–11 (ESV)  8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a 
single day.  9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents,  10nor grumble, as some of 
them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.  11Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written 
down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 
 
James 5:9 (ESV)  9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at 
the door.  (Glory Cloud At Entrance Of The Tabernacle.) 
 
Numbers 17:1–5, 8 (ESV)  1The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  2“Speak to the people of Israel, and get from them staffs, one for 
each fathers’ house, from all their chiefs according to their fathers’ houses, twelve staffs. Write each man’s name on his staff,  
3and write Aaron’s name on the staff of Levi. For there shall be one staff for the head of each fathers’ house.  4Then you shall 
deposit them in the tent of meeting before the testimony, where I meet with you.  5And the staff of the man whom I choose shall 
sprout. Thus I will make to cease from me the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against you.”…..  8On the 
next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put 
forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 
 
Life Principle: God Affirms His Chosen And Authoritative High Priest By Bringing Life From Death. 
 
Romans 1:3–4 (ESV)  3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh  4and was declared to be the Son 
of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 
Psalm 2:7, 10-12.  (ESV) 7I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you…..  10Now 
therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.  11Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  12Kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
 
Numbers 19:1–3 (ESV) 1Now the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,  2“This is the statute of the law that the Lord has 
commanded: Tell the people of Israel to bring you a red heifer without defect, in which there is no blemish, and on which a yoke 
has never come.  3And you shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and it shall be taken outside the camp and slaughtered before him…. 
6And the priest shall take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn, and throw them into the fire burning the heifer…..  9And a man 
who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and deposit them outside the camp in a clean place. And they shall be kept for 
the water for impurity for the congregation of the people of Israel; it is a sin offering. 
 
Life Principle: God Has Provided A Remedy For Every Negative Impact Of Sin. 
 
1 John 1:9 (ESV) 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Psalm 51:7 (ESV) 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 
Hebrews 9:13–14 (ESV) 13For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctify for the purification of the flesh,  14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 
Hebrews 10:21–22 (ESV) 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 
Numbers 20:2–3, 7-12 (ESV) 2Now there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled themselves together against 
Moses and against Aaron.  3And the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Would that we had perished when our brothers 
perished before the Lord!......  7and the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  8“Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and 
Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall bring water out of the rock for them and 
give drink to the congregation and their cattle.”  9And Moses took the staff from before the Lord, as he commanded him.  10Then 
Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring 
water for you out of this rock?”  11And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out 
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abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock.  12And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not 
believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land 
that I have given them.” 
 
Life Principle: The Stresses And Pressures Of Difficult People And Difficult Circumstances Do Not Exempt Us From The 
Consequences Of Disobedience. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:4 (ESV) 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and 
the Rock was Christ. 
 
Numbers 21:4–9 (ESV)  4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people 
became impatient on the way.  5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt 
to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”  6Then the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.  7And the people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.  8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone 
who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.”  9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he 
would look at the bronze serpent and live.  
 
Life Principle: Impatience With The Lord’s Timing Can Lead To A Sinful Attitude And Complaining That The Lord Will Judge. 
 
Psalm 40:1 (ESV) 1I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
 
Romans 12:12 (ESV)  12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
 
James 5:7–8 (ESV) 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains.  8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. 
 
John 3:14–15 (ESV) 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
Numbers 22:1–6 (ESV)  1Then the people of Israel set out and camped in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho.  2And 
Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.  3And Moab was in great dread of the people, because they 
were many. Moab was overcome with fear of the people of Israel.  4And Moab said to the elders of Midian, “This horde will now 
lick up all that is around us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field.” So Balak the son of Zippor, who was king of Moab at that 
time,  5sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the people of Amaw, to call 
him, saying, “Behold, a people has come out of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are dwelling opposite me.  
6Come now, curse this people for me, since they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them 
from the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.” 
 
Life Lesson: Balaam Is A Typical Example Of The Characteristics And Motivations Of False Prophets Of The Lord. 
 
2 Peter 2:15–16 (ESV)  15Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, 
who loved gain from wrongdoing,  16but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and 
restrained the prophet’s madness. 
 
Jude 11 (ESV)  11Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s 
error and perished in Korah’s rebellion. 
 
Revelation 2:14 (ESV)  14But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught 
Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual 
immorality. 
 
 
 


