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Bible Recap:  Numbers 22:1       June 18, 2023 
 
Numbers 22:1–6 (ESV)  1Then the people of Israel set out and camped in the plains of Moab beyond the 
Jordan at Jericho.  2And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.  3And Moab 
was in great dread of the people, because they were many. Moab was overcome with fear of the people of 
Israel.  4And Moab said to the elders of Midian, “This horde will now lick up all that is around us, as the ox 
licks up the grass of the field.” So Balak the son of Zippor, who was king of Moab at that time,  5sent 
messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the people of Amaw, 
to call him, saying, “Behold, a people has come out of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are 
dwelling opposite me.  6Come now, curse this people for me, since they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I 
shall be able to defeat them and drive them from the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, 
and he whom you curse is cursed.” 
 
Life Principle: Balaam Is A Typical Example Of The Characteristics And Motivations Of False Prophets Of The 
Lord. 
 
2 Peter 2:15–16 (ESV)  15Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of 
Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing,  16but was rebuked for his own transgression; a 
speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 
 
Jude 11 (ESV)  11Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of 
gain to Balaam’s error and perished in Korah’s rebellion. 
 
Revelation 2:14 (ESV)  14But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food 
sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 
 
Numbers 22:7–8 (ESV)  7So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for 
divination in their hand. And they came to Balaam and gave him Balak’s message.  8And he said to them, 
“Lodge here tonight, and I will bring back word to you, as the Lord speaks to me.” So the princes of Moab 
stayed with Balaam…..  12God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them. You shall not curse the people, 
for they are blessed.”  13So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, “Go to your own 
land, for the Lord has refused to let me go with you.”  14So the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak and 
said, “Balaam refuses to come with us.”  15Once again Balak sent princes, more in number and more 
honorable than these. 16And they came to Balaam and said to him, “Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: ‘Let 
nothing hinder you from coming to me,  17for I will surely do you great honor, and whatever you say to me I 
will do. Come, curse this people for me.’ ”  18But Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak, 
“Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the command of the 
Lord my God to do less or more.  19So you, too, please stay here tonight, that I may know what more the 
Lord will say to me.” 
 
Life Principle: A Person May Falsely Claim And Seem To Have A Genuine Allegiance To The Lord. 
 
Matthew 7:22–23 (ESV)  22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’23And then will I declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 
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Life Principle: The Truth About A Person’s Loyalty To The Lord Is Revealed By Their Consistent Responses To 
Worldly Enticements Or Worldly Influences. 
 
Life Principle: God Will Not Permit Any Outside Force To Successfully Hinder His Plans And Purposes For His 
People. 
 
Deuteronomy 23:5 (ESV)  5But the Lord your God would not listen to Balaam; instead the Lord your God 
turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the Lord your God loved you. 
 
Joshua 24:10 (ESV) 10but I would not listen to Balaam. Indeed, he blessed you. So I delivered you out of his 
hand. 
 
Micah 6:5 (ESV)  5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of 
Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the 
Lord.” 
 
Nehemiah 13:2 (ESV)  2for they did not meet the people of Israel with bread and water, but hired Balaam 
against them to curse them—yet our God turned the curse into a blessing. 
 
Hebrews 10:23 (ESV)  23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. 
 
Numbers 22:20–22 (ESV)  20And God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men have come to call 
you, rise, go with them; but only do what I tell you.”  21So Balaam rose in the morning and saddled his 
donkey and went with the princes of Moab.  22But God’s anger was kindled because he went, and the angel 
of the Lord took his stand in the way as his adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two 
servants were with him. 
 
Life Principle: God Will Sometimes Give You What You Want But You Won’t Want What You Get. 
 
Romans 1:28 (ESV) 28And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done. 
 
Numbers 11:32–33 (ESV) 32And the people rose all that day and all night and all the next day, and gathered 
the quail. Those who gathered least gathered ten homers. And they spread them out for themselves all 
around the camp.  33While the meat was yet between their teeth, before it was consumed, the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against the people, and the Lord struck down the people with a very great plague. 
 
 


