
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Finished Work of the Cross 
 
John 19:17-30 (NLT) 
“Carrying the cross by himself, he went to the place called Place of the Skull (in Hebrew, Golgotha). There they 
nailed him to the cross. Two others were crucified with him, one on either side, with Jesus between them. And 
Pilate posted a sign on the cross that read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” The place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek, so that many people could 
read it. Then the leading priests objected and said to Pilate, “Change it from ‘The King of the Jews’ to ‘He said, I 
am King of the Jews.’” Pilate replied, “No, what I have written, I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified 
Jesus, they divided his clothes among the four of them. They also took his robe, but it was seamless, woven in 
one piece from top to bottom. So they said, “Rather than tearing it apart, let’s throw dice for it.” This fulfilled 
the Scripture that says, “They divided my garments among themselves and threw dice for my clothing.” So that 
is what they did. Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, 
“Dear woman, here is your son.” And he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this 
disciple took her into his home. Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I 
am thirsty.” A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and 
held it up to his lips. When Jesus had tasted it, he said,  
 
“It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” 
 
What did Jesus finish on the cross? 
 
1. The curse of sin. 
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 (NKJV) 
Surely He has borne our griefs 
And carried our sorrows; 
Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities; 
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 
And by His stripes we are healed. 
We all like sheep have gone astray; 
We have turned, everyone, to his own way; 
And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
 
Galatians 3:13 (ESV) 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone 
who is hanged on a tree”— 
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Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 
"I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.” 
 
1 Peter 2:24 (NIV) 
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live to righteousness;” 
 
 
2. Mankind's separation from God. 
 
Matthew 27:51 (NIV) 
“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.” 
 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) 
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need.” 
 
 
3. Our shame. 
 
Hebrews 10:1-10 (NLT) 
“The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things to come, not the 
good things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again and again, year after year, but 
they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship. If they could have provided 
perfect cleansing, the sacrifices would have stopped, for the worshipers would have been purified once for all 
time, and their feelings of guilt would have disappeared. But instead, those sacrifices actually reminded them 
of their sins year after year. For it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. That is why, 
when Christ came into the world, he said to God, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings. But you 
have given me a body to offer. You were not pleased with burnt offerings or other offerings for sin. Then I said, 
‘Look, I have come to do your will, O God— as is written about me in the Scriptures.’” First, Christ said, “You 
did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings for sin, nor were you 
pleased with them” (though they are required by the law of Moses). Then he said, “Look, I have come to do 
your will.” He cancels the first covenant in order to put the second into effect. For God’s will was for us to be 
made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time.” 
 
Ephesians 1:7, 9-10 (ESV) 
“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace…making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as 
a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.” 
 

 


