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Finding Our Identity

1. Measurements of Success
1. Early Years: Academic achievements, sports accolades, and social popularity
2. Middle Years: Accumulated power and money, achievements, and contributions

3. Later Years: Honor, reputation, and legacy

Philippians 3:2-10 (ESV)

“Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. For we
are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence
in the flesh— though | myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has
reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel,
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of

the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss
of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith— that | may know him and the power of his

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.”



2. Failures
”»

1. Past Shame - “| can’t can’t believe | did that ’'m just a...

2. Present Stumbling - “I can’t stop this... ’mjusta...”

3. Future Fears - “There’s no way | can... ’mjusta...”

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (NLT)

“Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or
wealthy when God called you. Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame
those who think they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to shame those who are
powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to
bring to nothing what the world considers important. As a result, no one can ever boast in the

presence of God.”

Galatians 2:20-21 (NLT)

“My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in
this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. | do not treat
the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law could make us right with God, then there was

no need for Christ to die.”

1 Timothy 1:12-17 (NLT)

“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He considered me
trustworthy and appointed me to serve him, even though I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In
my insolence, | persecuted his people. But God had mercy on me because | did it in ignorance and
unbelief. Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the faith and love that come

from Christ Jesus.

This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it:' Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners’—and | am the worst of them all. But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me
as a prime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners. Then others will realize that
they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal life. All honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is

the eternal King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is God. Amen.”



3. Citizenship
1. "My country is better than your country.”

2. Our Citizenship is in heaven.

Philippians 3:20-21 (NLT)
“But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him
to return as our Savior. He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like

his own, using the same power with which he will bring everything under his control.”

Where do you get your identity?

Ephesians 2:1-5 (ESV)

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of
the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were

dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.”

Ephesians 2:13 (NIV)

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”

Galatians 2:20 (NIV)
“I have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the

body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Colossians 3:3 (NIV)

“For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”



John 1:12 (NLT)
“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of

God.”

Romans 8:15 (NRSV)
“For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of

adoption as sons and daughters, by whom we cry, Abba! Father.”

Galatians 3:26 (NLT)

“For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

1John 3:1a (ESV)
“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we

”

are
Galatians 2:20 (NIV)

“l have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life |

now live in the flesh [ live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Colossians 3:1-2 (MSG)

“So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things
over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in
front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ—that’s where the action is. See
things from his perspective. So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act
like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed
with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ—that’s

where the action is. See things from his perspective.”

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here.”



