
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Peter 
  
Three Noteworthy Characteristics  

1. Peter Spoke his mind, even when no one else would.  

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 

are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Matthew 16:13-19 

 

2. Peter was zealous. 

Zeal = emotionally reacting without thinking about the consequences 

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this 

plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 

things of man. Mark 8:31-33 
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3. Peter was H.O.T. 

Humble, Open, and Teachable 

God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. 1 Peter 5:5 

 

Humility = Deep awareness of one’s own “littleness” 

 

For by the grace [of God] given to me I say to everyone of you not to think more highly of himself [and 

of his importance and ability] than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has 

apportioned to each a degree of faith [and a purpose designed for service]. Romans 12:3 (AMP) 

 

Humbition = Humble, God-oriented ambition 

 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many 

were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, 

even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the 

presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord. 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

 

Question to ponder:  

Where in your thinking, speaking, and acting do you need to humbly invite the Holy Spirit to teach you, 

returning to a simple and genuine child-like faith? 

 


