
A Biblical View of Immigration 
Does the Bible address legal and illegal immigration?  

2 different Old Testament terms speak of two classes of immigrants 

1. SOJOURNER: (used nearly 300 times in various forms) – Legal immigrants 
 

2. FOREIGNER: (Used 47 times) – Illegal immigrants 
 

Some verses: 

Ruth 1:16-17 – The sojourner is expected to embrace the land as his or her new 
country, accepting its culture and customs 

Leviticus 25:23 – In God’s eyes, whether for a longer or shorter time, we are ALL 
reckoned as immigrants on His property 

Leviticus 25:35 – There is explicit Biblical warrant for some form of government 
safety net for legal immigrants 

Numbers 15:16 – Justice is not to be a respecter of persons or immigration status 

Numbers 35:15 – “cities of refuge” apply only to those guilty of an accidental crime, 
regardless of whether they are natives or immigrants. They are NOT designed to 
shield illegal immigrants 

Deuteronomy 10:18-19 – A just society will provide the basics of life to immigrants 
just as to other impoverished people 

Deuteronomy 24:19 – We should willingly exercise charity toward the impoverished, 
including immigrants 

Ezekiel 47:23 – Immigrants can become landowners where they live and work 

 

Some conclusions: 

Illegal Immigration: Christians are to submissively obey all laws  

Christians who reside here illegally should understand that this is sin.  

The U.S. government has been inconsistent in its enforcement of immigration law, 
resulting in widespread contradiction and corruption (Pr. 29:12).  



Illegal Immigration & Evangelicalism – As Christians, we need to embrace the 
opportunity to preach the gospel to those who come to us, whether they come 
through legal channels or otherwise.  

We don’t agree with those who want the evangelical church to take a political stand 
on illegal immigration. We encourage you to vote but our main focus is the gospel. 
Biblical Christianity is not defined by political agendas, but rather by gospel (1Cor. 
2:2; Gal. 2:20). 

We firmly denounce any perspective that would oppose immigration (either legal or 
illegal) on racist or prejudicial grounds.  

Illegal Immigration & Employment – On a final note, we would encourage Christian 
employers to carefully comply with all state and federal regulations regarding the 
employment of illegal immigrants.  

 

Conclusion 

Illegal immigration is a real issue affecting millions of people currently living in the 
US. Though it is a debated political topic, Christians must not allow controversy or 
public opinion to determine our strategy for ministering to them. Rather, our 
approach must be governed by biblical principles as we seek to uphold the clear 
teaching of Scripture without compromise, while also showing kindness and 
compassion to those who need it. In the end, their primary concern should be the 
spiritual condition of every soul under their care—regardless of age, gender, race, or 
citizenship. When the nations come to us, we ought to be faithful to greet them with 
the good news of salvation and upon their conversion, to graciously shepherd them in 
a way that honors Christ. 

 

 


