We Believe
The Future We Await
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Daniel 9:24-25

Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the
transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.

So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be
built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.
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Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of
the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a
flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.

And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he
will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one
who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on
the one who makes desolate.



Matthew 24:21
For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the
world until now, nor ever will.

A. What the Bible says about our future
1. What the future holds

caught up — harpazo - to snatch
1 Corinthians 15:51-52
Behold, | tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
Matthew 24:36
But of the day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, not the
Son, but the Father alone.
2 Thessalonians 2:7
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will
do so until he is taken out of the way.
1 Thessalonians 5:9
For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ

2. Who holds the future

John 14:2-3

In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would have told you;

for 1 go to prepare a place for you. If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again

and receive you to Myself, that where | am, there you may be also.

B. Contemporary Belief Traps

1. LIE: It doesn’t matter what we believe.

2. LIE: Christ isn’t coming back soon.

3. LIE: We should give up on our world
2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Revelation 22:20
He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, | am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus.

4. LIE: Bible prophecy isn’t practical
1John 3:2-3
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.
We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He
is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.




C. Personal Takeaways

1. Hope

2. Believe

3. Sober Up

4. Encourage
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build up one another...
Hebrews 10:24-25
and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking
our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and
all the more as you see the day drawing near.
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