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(Romans 13:1-7 NASB) Every person is to be in subjection to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which  
exist are established by God. Therefore whoever resists authority has 
opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive 
condemnation upon themselves. For rulers are not a cause of fear for [good 
behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is 
good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to 
you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the 
sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath 
on the one who practices evil. Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, 
not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. For because of 
this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves 
to this very thing.  Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is 
due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 

--- The role of government ---  
 
1. Uphold that which is ___________.  

 
“For rulers are not a cause of fear for [good behavior, but for evil.” 
 

2. Punish that which is ____________.  
 
“But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for 
nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the 
one who practices evil.” 

 
(1 Peter 2:13) For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether 
the king as head of state, or the officials he has appointed. For the king has 
sent them to punish those who do wrong and to honor those who do right. 
 
--- Our role as followers of Christ ---  
 
1. Let us remember our true _____________________.  

 
(1 Peter 2:8-10) And, “He is the stone that makes people stumble, the 
rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they do not obey 
God’s word, and so they meet the fate that was planned for them. But 
you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal 
priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can 
show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the 
darkness into his wonderful light. “Once you had no identity as a 
people; now you are God’s people. Once you received no mercy; now 
you have received God’s mercy.” 

 
 
 

2. Let us honor God by the ______________________. 
 

(1 Peter 2:11-12) Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and 
foreigners” to keep away from worldly desires that wage war against 
your very souls. Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving 
neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see 
your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he 
judges the world.  

 
ü ___________ to ________________. 

 
(Romans 13:5 NASB) Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, 
not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake.  
 

ü ___________ for our ________________. 
 

(1 Timothy 2:1-3) I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask 
God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for 
them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that 
we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and 
dignity. This is good and pleases God our Savior, 
 

ü ____________ people _____________.  
 

(1 Timothy 2:3-4) This is good and pleases God our Savior, who 
wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.  
 
(1 Peter 3:13-17) Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager 
to do good? But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God  
will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. 
Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if 
someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready  
to explain it. But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your 
conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they will be 
ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you 
belong to Christ. Remember, it is better to suffer for doing good,  
if that is what God wants, than to suffer for doing wrong! 
 

ü _____________ ____________.  
 

(1 Timothy 2:5) For, there is one God and one Mediator who can 
reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. He gave his 
life to purchase freedom for everyone. 
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