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(15:1-11) Now | make known to you, brothers and sisters, the gospel which
| preached to you, which you also received, in which you also stand, by
which you also are saved, if you hold firmly to the word which | preached
to you, unless you believed in vain. For | handed down to you as of first
importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to
the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brothers and
sisters at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen
asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all,
as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. For | am the least of the
apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the
church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace
toward me did not prove vain; but | labored even more than all of them,

yet not |, but the grace of God with me. Whether then it was | or they,

so we preach and so you believed.

(15:12) Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead,
how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

If Christ Jesus was not raised to life...

1. Ourfaith is

(15:13-14) But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even
Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain, your faith also is in vain.

2. Weare

(15:15) Moreover, we are even found to be false witnesses of God,
because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did
not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.

3. We are still in

(15:16-17) For if the dead are not raised, then not even Christ has been
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are

still in your sins.

4, We will our brothers and sisters in Christ
that are deceased.

(15:18) Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

5. We, as Christians, are to

(15:19) If we have hoped in Christ only in this life, we are of all people
most to be pitied.
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(Romans 8:9-10) But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does
not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of
sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you.

Because Christ Jesus has been raised to life...

(15:20) But the fact is, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits
of those who are asleep.

1. We can be expectant of our at His coming.

(15:21-22) For since by a man death came, by a man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will
be made alive.

(15:51-52) Behold, | am telling you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but
we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed.

2. We can be expectant of our body.

(15:40-49 NLT) There are also bodies in the heavens and bodies on the
earth. The glory of the heavenly bodies is different from the glory of the
earthly bodies. The sun has one kind of glory, while the moon and stars
each have another kind. And even the stars differ from each other in
their glory. It is the same way with the resurrection of the dead. Our
earthly bodies are planted in the ground when we die, but they will be
raised to live forever. Our bodies are buried in brokenness, but they will
be raised in glory. They are buried in weakness, but they will be raised
in strength. They are buried as natural human bodies, but they will be
raised as spiritual bodies. For just as there are natural bodies, there are
also spiritual bodies. The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam,
became a living person.” But the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-
giving Spirit. What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual
body comes later. Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the
earth, while Christ, the second man, came from heaven. Earthly people
are like the earthly man, and heavenly people are like the heavenly
man. Just as we are now like the earthly man, we will someday be

like the heavenly man.

3. We can be expectant that our work in Christ is seen

(15:58) Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be firm, immovable,
always excelling in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is
not in vain in the Lord.
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