9HE SOWER_ @

05.19.24

(Matthew 13:1-9) On that day Jesus had gone out of the house and was
sitting by the sea. And large crowds gathered to Him, so He got into a boat
and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach. And He
told them many things in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to
sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds
came and ate them up. Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not
have much soil; and they sprang up immediately, because they had no
depth of soil. But after the sun rose, they were scorched; and because they
had no root, they withered away. Others fell among the thorns, and the
thorns came up and choked them out. But others fell on the good soil and
yielded a crop, some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times as
much. The one who has ears, let him hear.”

(Matthew 13:18) Listen then to the parable of the sower.

1. The Path = heart =

(Matthew 13:19) When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is the one sown with seed beside
the road.

2. The Rocky Ground = heart =

(Matthew 13:20-21) The one sown with seed on the rocky places, this
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet
he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction
or persecution occurs because of the word, immediately he falls away.

3. The Thorns = heart =

(Matthew 13:22) As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

4, The Good Soil = heart =

(Matthew 13:23) As for what was sown on good sail, this is the one
who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.
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--- Living in the Kingdom of God ---

v God, give us a heart for

(2 Timothy 1:9 NLT) For God saved us and called us to live a holy life.
He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his
plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through
Christ Jesus.

v God, help us live lives of

(2 Peter 1:3 NLT) By his divine power, God has given us everything

we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to
know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous
glory and excellence.

(Colossians 2:6-7) Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up
in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and
overflowing with gratitude.

v God, show us the joy of

(2 Peter 1:5-11 NLT) In view of all this, make every effort to respond
to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision
of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, and
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance,
and patient endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly
affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. The more
you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But those who fail to develop

in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been
cleansed from their old sins. So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard
to prove that you really are among those God has called and chosen.
Do these things, and you will never fall away. Then God will give you
a grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

All Scripture is NASB unless otherwise noted.



