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(Ephesians 6:10-20) Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers

over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.

(Daniel 1:1-2) In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of

the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar,
to the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god.

--- Wiles of evil ---

1. Make you

(Daniel 1:3 NLT) Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to
bring to the palace some of the young men of Judah’s royal family and
other noble families, who had been brought to Babylon as captives.

2. Train the

(Daniel 1:4-5 NLT) “Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking
young men,” he said. “Make sure they are well versed in every branch
of learning, are gifted with knowledge and good judgment, and are
suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these young men in the
language and literature of Babylon.” The king assigned them a daily
ration of food and wine from his own kitchens. They were to be trained
for three years, and then they would enter the royal service.

3. Confuse

(Daniel 1:6-7 NLT) Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of
the young men chosen, all from the tribe of Judah. The chief of staff
renamed them with these Babylonian names: Daniel was called
Belteshazzar. Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael was called
Meshach. Azariah was called Abednego.
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--- Standing Strong ---

(Daniel 1:8) But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the
food and wine given to them by the king.

(Daniel 3:1-6;12 NLT) King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet
tall and nine feet wide and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of
Babylon. Then he sent messages to the high officers, officials, governors,
advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the provincial officials to
come to the dedication of the statue he had set up. So all these officials
came and stood before the statue King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then a
herald shouted out, “People of all races and nations and languages, listen to
the king’s command! When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither,

lyre, harp, pipes, and other musical instruments, bow to the ground to
worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s gold statue. Anyone who refuses to obey
will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” But there are some
Jews—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—whom you have put in charge
of the province of Babylon. They pay no attention to you, Your Majesty.
They refuse to serve your gods and do not worship the gold statue you have
set up.”

v Standing Strong starts with

(Daniel 3:16-17 NLT) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied,

“O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you.
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is
able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty.

v Standing Strong leads to our

(Daniel 3:18 NLT) But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to
you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the
gold statue you have set up.”

v Standing Strong results in us being
and God being

(Daniel 3:28-30) Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise to the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent his angel to rescue his
servants who trusted in him. They defied the king’s command and were
willing to die rather than serve or worship any god except their own
God. Therefore, | make this decree: If any people, whatever their race
or nation or language, speak a word against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, they will be torn limb from limb, and their
houses will be turned into heaps of rubble. There is no other god who
can rescue like this!” Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to even higher positions in the province of Babylon.

**All Scripture is ESV unless otherwise noted.



