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(Matthew 13:23 ESV) As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one
who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

(Matthew 13:31-32 ESV) He put another parable before them, saying, “The
kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and
sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is
larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the
air come and make nests in its branches.”

The goal of The Word (the seed) is not just more
information, but

(Colossians 1:9-14 ESV) And so, from the day we heard, we have not
ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of
his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power,
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy;
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance
of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

--- Invitation to Transformation ---

(Matthew 11:28-30 ESV) Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.”

1. “Come to me” — in Jesus

(Philippians 3:7-9 ESV) But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for
the sake of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that |
may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith
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v Choose over pretense.

(2 Corinthians 3:16-18 ESV) But when one turns to the Lord, the
veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes
from the Lord who is the Spirit.

“Take my yoke” — with Jesus.

(Ephesians 2:10 ESV) For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.

v Choose over pressure

(Romans 12:1-2 ESV) | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect.

“Learn from me” — like Jesus

(John 8:31-32 ESV) So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him,
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

v Choose over passiveness.

(1 Timothy 4:7-10 ESV) Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly
myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; for while bodily training
is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds
promise for the present life and also for the life to come. The
saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. For to this
end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the
living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those
who believe.

All Scripture is NASB unless otherwise noted.



