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The verbal command “Hold on!” is one that gets our immediate attention.
We know instinctively that holding on will keep us safe or secure in some
way as we journey through life. The pages of Scripture call us to “hold on”
to some very special things. In the letter to the Hebrews, the writer enjoins
us: “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering”
(Hebrews 10:23). Paul directs his coworker, Timothy, (and all of us) to
“Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called” (1 Timothy 6:12)
and encourages him to be “holding faith and a good conscience”

(1 Timothy 1:19). Our worship together gives us the opportunity to hold on

not only to our Lord Jesus Christ but also to one another as we journey on
together toward our heavenly home.

AS WE GATHER


https://firstlutherantc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/flctc

WELCOME TO THE LORD’S HOUSE

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship service today. In 1 Corinthians
Chapter Ten, Paul writes about the Lord’s Supper saying, “The bread that we
break, isn’t it a participation in the body of Christ? The cup that we bless, isn’t it
a participation in the blood of Christ?” That's why we believe, teach, and
confess that Christ is truly present as we receive the bread and the wine. In this
Supper we are participating in the true body and blood of Jesus in a real yet
mysterious way and by faith we receive Him in the bread and wine. Therefore,
we ask all who commune, including our own members, to examine themselves
before reception:

+
+

+

| am a baptized believer in Jesus Christ.

| believe that, because of my sin, | am not adequate to make
myself acceptable to God.

| believe that God forgives and accepts me by His grace through
Jesus Christ who died for my sins.

| believe that in this Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper the risen Christ
comes to me in, with and under the bread and wine, assuring me of
the forgiveness of my sins.

| want to receive this Sacrament today to renew my baptismal
relationship with Jesus Christ, and to rededicate my life in Christian
faith, hope and love.




% PREPARATION =

HYMN  “Thy Strong Word” Hymnal page 578, verses 1, 2, 3, and 6
1. Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 3. Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;
At thy speaking it was done. Bright with Thine own holiness,

For created light we thank Thee, Glorious now, we press toward glory,
While Thine ordered seasons run. And our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise to Thee who light dost send! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia without end! Alleluia without end!

2. Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, A 6. God the Father, light-creator,

Dark as night and deep as death, To Thee laud and honor be.

Broke the light of thy salvation, To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Breathed Thine own life breathing breath. Praise be sung eternally.

Alleluia, alleluia! Holy Spirit, light-revealer,

Praise to Thee who light dost send! Glory, glory be to Thee.

Alleluia, alleluia! Mortals, angels, now and ever

Alleluia without end! Praise the holy Trinity!

INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:

Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 119:89-94

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Forever, O LORD, Your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.
Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You have established
the earth, and it stands fast.

By Your appointment they stand this day, for all things are Your servants.
If Your law had not been my delight, | would have perished in
my affliction.

| will never forget Your precepts, for by them You have given me life.
| am Yours; save me, for | have sought Your precepts.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.

People: Gracious God, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are by
nature sinful and unclean. Daily we do things we ought not do and
do not live up to our calling as Your people. We are not always
careful listeners to Your Word and take for granted those who
faithfully proclaim it to us. We know that we justly deserve Your
punishment in this life and for eternity. But trusting in Your mercy,
we come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is solely in the merits of
Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant
us remission of all our sins and lead us to renewed lives that reflect
Your goodness and love.

Pastor: God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications and joyfully
restores us to His fold. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ and as
His called and ordained servant, | forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

% WORD =
INTROIT Psalm 55:1, 12—14, 16; antiphon: v. 22
Pastor: Cast your burden on the LORD, and He will sustain you;

He will never permit the righteous to be moved.

People: Give ear to my prayer, O God,
and hide not Yourself from my plea for mercy!

Pastor: For it is not an enemy who taunts me—then | could bear it; it is not an
adversary who deals insolently with me—then | could hide from him.

People: Butitis you, a man, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend.

Pastor: We used to take sweet counsel together; within God’s house we walked
in the throng. But | call to God, and the LORD will save me.

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor: Cast your burden on the LORD, and He will sustain you; He will never
permit the righteous to be moved.
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KYRIE Hymnal page 168
Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE (Page 171 Divine Service, Setting Two)
Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
People: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength and
honor and blessing and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
And join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray.
Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your church by the sacrifice of Christ.
United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with
thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His way;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:16-29

(The prophets bring words of warning from God.)

6 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who
prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds,
not from the mouth of the LoRD. 7 They say continually to those who despise the word
of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own
heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.”

8 For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD
to see and to hear His word,
or who has paid attention to His word and listened?
9 Behold, the storm of the LORD!
Wrath has gone forth,
a whirling tempest;
it will burst upon the head of the wicked.
20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until He has executed and accomplished
the intents of His heart.
In the latter days you will understand it clearly.
21| did not send the prophets,
yet they ran;
| did not speak to them,
yet they prophesied.
22 gyt if they had stood in My council,
then they would have proclaimed My words to My people,
and they would have turned them from their evil way,
and from the evil of their deeds.

Z“Am | a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God far away? 2 Can a man
hide himself in secret places so that | cannot see him? declares the LORD.
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Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. ?° | have heard what the prophets
have said who prophesy lies in My name, saying, ‘| have dreamed, | have dreamed!’
26 How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and
who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 2 who think to make My people forget
My name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot My
name for Baal? 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who
has My word speak My word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat?
declares the LORD. # Is not My word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer
that breaks the rock in pieces?

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 119:81-88; antiphon: v. 81

8 My soul longs for Your salvation;
| hope in Your word.
82 My eyes long for Your promise;
| ask, “When will You comfort me?”
8 For | have become like a wineskin in the smoke,
yet | have not forgotten Your statutes.
8 How long must Your servant endure?
When will You judge those who persecute me?
8 The insolent have dug pitfalls for me;
they do not live according to Your law.
8 All Your commandments are sure;
they persecute me with falsehood; help me!
87 They have almost made an end of me on earth,
but | have not forsaken Your precepts.
8 |n Your steadfast love give me life,
that | may keep the testimonies of Your mouth.

AR My soul faints for
D Your salvation,
i ‘ But I hope in Your
word.

Psalm 119:81

Psalm 119:88
' Quicken me after thy lovingkindness,
' so shall | keep the testimony of thy

e mouth. (KJV)




EPISTLE Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3

(Running the Christian race)

11 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, '® of whom it was
said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” '® He considered that God was
able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did
receive him back. 2° By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau.

21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in
worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made
mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's
edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter, 2° choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than
to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater
wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. ?” By faith he
left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing Him
who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the
Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. 2° By faith the people crossed the
Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same,
were drowned. 3° By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled
for seven days. 3 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

12 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

3 Consider Him who endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, so that you
may not grow weary or fainthearted.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56
(Jesus speaks of His purpose of being on earth.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

49“| came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! *° | have a
baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished!

1 Do you think that | have come to give peace on earth? No, | tell you, but rather
division. %2 For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two
and two against three. 3 They will be divided, father against son and son against
father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 34 He also said to the
crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is
coming.” And so it happens. %® And when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. *¢ You hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret
the present time?

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
Hymnal page 655

1. Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son

And bring to naught all He has done. / yd / ,
970 nato L 07 (1 —
2. Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known, keep us :
For You are Lord of lords alone; steadfast : i
Defend Your holy Church that we OLOLA[ STy

May sing your praise eternally. m your _

3. O Comforter of priceless worth, pVO//T[

Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.

SERMON



CREED Nicene Creed

People: |believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life & of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs:

We pray for the church, that God’s people may live confidently and would
joyfully share the message of salvation in word and deed. And, remembering
those who in each generation have faithfully spoken the Word of the Lord,
we pray for His servants who today bring us the eternal message from our
God through the faithful preaching of Law and Gospel in our midst.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We pray for the nations of the world, that the presence of Christ be
experienced everywhere around the globe and that the Gospel message
have free course in every land. And we pray for the gift of peace in the
world and in our communities. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We pray for our land and for all people who are involved in the growing,
processing, and distribution of food. Grant that there be a blessing of
seasonal summer weather so that we may rejoice in the harvests that
are now beginning and will continue through the coming months.

Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We pray for our families and for those who share in our Christian
fellowship and join with us in worship. Help us to never take them for
granted that we may encourage all to share joyfully in our work together
to the glory of God. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We pray for those with special concerns and needs this day, including
those who are hospitalized or in care facilities, those who are grieving at
this time, the unemployed and underemployed, and the chronically ill and
shut-ins. Help us to bring Your blessing to situations of need in all places.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: God of the ages, we thank You for all those faithful people whose words
and actions have guided us in the past, especially remembering those
sisters and brothers in the faith no longer with us on earth, who now share
in Your eternal presence. By the working of Your Holy Spirit, direct us to
follow the leading of Jesus, our Great Shepherd, throughout our lives until
that day when we stand in Your glorious presence in heaven.

People: Amen.
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OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”
Hymnal page 782, verses 1 to 3

1. Gracious God, You send great blessings 2. By Your Word You formed creation

New each morning all our days. Filled with creatures large and small;
For Your mercies never ending, As we tend that endless treasure
For Your love we offer praise. May our care encircle all. [Refrain]
Refrain:

Lord, we pray that we, Your people 3. In His earthly life, our Savior

Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, Knew the care of faithful friends;
Through the sharing of Your blessings May our deeds of dedication

May bring glory to Your name. Offer love that never ends. [Refrain]

X SACRAMENT *

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: ltis right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor: Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have called us as Your
people and have shown us Your kindness. Confident of Your love and
assured of Your mercy, we come before You, asking that we may receive
Your blessings with heartfelt thanksgiving. Pour out upon us the gift of
Your Holy Spirit and grant that we may receive the body and blood of our
Lord as a guarantee of our salvation and a foretaste of the feast to come
in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever.

People: Amen.
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SANCTUS Hymnal page 178

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of power and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. Send us Your Holy Spirit,
the Spirit who brings to life the power of Jesus Christ. Bless us, Your
children, that all we who partake of Christ’s holy body and of His precious
blood may be filled with Your heavenly peace and joy, so that, clinging to
Christ our Lord, we may live in the hope of an eternity gathered around
Your heavenly Table.

People: Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26—28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20;
1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My ¥ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My * blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

13



LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI Hymnal page 180

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:
grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray.
Grant, O Lord, that what we have received with our lips we may keep with
pure hearts, and that through the gift imparted to us in this present life we
may hereafter receive life everlasting; through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.

People: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "= give you peace.
People: Amen.

HYMN “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine”
‘Hymns You Like to Sing’ page 24

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 2. Perfect submission, perfect delight,

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Angels descending, bring from above

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain]

Refrain:

This is my story, this is my song, 3. Perfect submission, all is at rest,

Praising my Savior all the day long; | in my Savior am happy and blest;

This is my story, this is my song, Watching and waiting, looking above,

Praising my Savior all the day long. Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. [Refrain]

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3.
Copyright © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version)
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.)

Pastoral Care:

Please contact —
Judy Gunther at: (626) 833-5613

BLESSED TO BE SERVING TODAY

Pastor: Reverend Frank Matthews

Greeter: Sharon Corey

Reader: Richard Swanson

Musician: Christine Geltz

Ushers: Craig Boehne, Donald Lammerts, & Dave Lassanske
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PRAYERS OF CARE & CONCERN FOR OUR FLC FAMILY

Sandy Sussman: Prayers of healing for this niece of former members — Bruce and
Lynn Bertram.

Perry Singleton and Keith Edmunds: Prayers for Pastor Frank Matthews; friends.

Dylan Lim: Prayers for safety as this cousin of staff member — Elizabeth Yu — was
assigned to the Middle East after becoming a Navy Seal recently.

Judy Gunther: Pray for the continue healing of her knee as she deals with the pain.

Tom Ravo’s family: Tom passed away August 9. Tom, his wife Susan and their children
were active at First Lutheran School. Pray for God’s peace and their comfort as they
mourn Tom’s passing. Pray that details that need attention after a death be easy,

pray for wisdom as they face the future without Tom. Pray that his passing will draw the
family and others to a closer relationship with God.

Romans 8:38-39

For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Sunday Worship at Home

Although the Lutheran Hour no longer airs on KBRT 740
AM, you can find other airings at: Ihm.org/quide.

WORSHIP Also, listeners can hear the weekly sermons whenever

and wherever they are, and daily devotions are available

ANEW which come in a daily email to read or listen to. Just go
to: https://familytalktoday.com/programguidedaily.

Or you can listen to Lutheran Hour podcasts any time by going to:
https://www.youtube.com/@LutheranHourMin.

If you have a TV and can get DirectTV, Channel 377 you can view Worship Anew at:
8:30 a.m. on Sundays. This service is filmed at our Fort Wayne Seminary in Indiana.

You may also access or review the sermons online by going to:

https://firstlutherantc.org/Media NEXT WEEK AT FIRST LUTHERAN

SUNDAY AUGUST 24
THIS WEEK AT FIRST LUTHERAN | g5, Fellowship time

SUNDAY TODAY - AUGUST 17 9:45a.m. Bible Study & Sunday School
9:30 a.m.  Fellowship time 11:00 a.m. Board of Directors meeting

9:45a.m.  Bible Study & Sunday School
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