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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Steadfast Love Forever

July 28, 2024

AS WE GATHER

Lutheran Service Book: Concordance contains an alphabetical listing of key
words in the texts of the hymnal. Although it might seem to be structured for
church professionals choosing hymns for services, it has value for all people in
the church. Paging through the book, it is easy to discover what words are
frequently repeated in hymns—words that are important to singers of Christian
songs. Among frequently repeated words are “eternal,” “forever,” “everlasting,”
‘endless,” “eternally,” and “eternity.” There is no time limit to the relationship God
has with His faithful people. This makes it easy for us to begin a hymn by singing
confidently “Thine forever, God of love” (LSB 687:1) or to conclude a hymn with
the words that affirm what God in steadfast love has done for us: “You had mercy
so that we might be saved eternally” (LSB 559:5). God is with us through time
and beyond it as well—a great reason for us to rejoice endlessly!
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¥ PREPARATION *

HYMN  “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” Hymnal page 717, verses 1 and 4

1. Eternal Father, strong to save, 4. O Trinity of love and pow'r,

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, Our people shield in danger's hour;
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Its own appointed limits keep: Protect them where-soe'er they go;

O hear us when we cry to Thee Thus evermore shall rise to Thee

For those in peril on the sea. Glad praise from air and land and sea.
INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the *# Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 143:1a, 2, 8, 10; 145:8-9

Pastor: Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
People: Enter not into judgment with Your servant, for no one living is
righteous before You.

Pastor: Let me hear in the morning of Your steadfast love, for in You | trust. Make
me know the way | should go, for to You | lift up my soul.

People: Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God! Let Your good Spirit
lead me on level ground!

Pastor: The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love.
People: The LORD is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He has made.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: It is good and right that we should make confession of our sins. The section
on confession in the Small Catechism informs and directs us with these
words, which summarizes it well.

People: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and
second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the
pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by
it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
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Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

INTROIT

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

All:

Pastor:

Humble yourselves, then, before God, confess your sins to Him, and
implore His forgiveness.

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and penitent sinner,
confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your present and eternal
punishment. By nature | am a sinful creature. By thought, word, and
deed | have continually transgressed Your law. For the sake of the
sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and
merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins
and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that | may amend my
sinful life.

God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.

As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant Christ and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ® Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

= WORD *

Psalm 145:1-3, 6—7; antiphon: v. 5

On the glorious splendor of Your majesty,

and on Your wondrous works, | will mediate.
I will extol You, my God and King,

and bless Your name forever and ever.
Every day | will bless You

and praise Your name forever and ever.
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,

and His greatness is unsearchable.

They shall speak of the might of Your awesome deeds,
and | will declare Your greatness.

They shall pour forth the fame of Your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

On the glorious splendor of Your majesty,
and on Your wondrous works, | will mediate.
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KYRIE Hymnal page 168

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
People: Amen.

HYMN  “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” Hymnal page 575, verses 1 to 2
1. My hope is built on nothing less 2. When darkness veils His lovely face,
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; | rest on His unchanging grace;

No merit of my own | claim In ev'ry high and stormy gale

But wholly lean on Jesus' name. My anchor holds within the veil.

On Christ, the solid rock, | stand; On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand. All other ground is sinking sand.
SALUTATION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You,
strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe that in Your love
You will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

People: Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 9:8-17
(God makes a covenant with Noah.)

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ®“Behold, | establish My covenant
with you and your offspring after you, '® and with every living creature that is with you,
the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. ' | establish My covenant with you, that never
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be
a flood to destroy the earth.” '2 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that |
make between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: * | have set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between Me and the earth. ' When | bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen
in the clouds, | will remember My covenant that is between Me and you and every
living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy
all flesh. 1 When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”

7 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between
Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 136:1-9

136 ' Give thanks to the LoRD, for He is good,
for His steadfast love endures forever.
2 Give thanks to the God of gods,
for His steadfast love endures forever.
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for His steadfast love endures forever;
4to Him who alone does great wonders,
for His steadfast love endures forever;
3to Him who by understanding made the heavens,
for His steadfast love endures forever;
®to Him who spread out the earth above the waters,
for His steadfast love endures forever;
"to Him who made the great lights,
for His steadfast love endures forever;
8the sun to rule over the day,
for His steadfast love endures forever;
%the moon and stars to rule over the night,
for His steadfast love endures forever;
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EPISTLE Ephesians 3:14-21
(Paul writes concerning the love of Christ.)

4 For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, '°from whom every family in
heaven and on earth is named, '® that according to the riches of His glory He may grant
you to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in your inner being,so that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 1® may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and
length and height and depth, ® and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 2° Now to Him who is
able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at
work within us, 2'to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout alll
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:45-56
(Jesus walks on the Sea of Galilee and heals the sick people.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

45 Immediately [Jesus] made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the
other side, to Bethsaida, while He dismissed the crowd. 46 And after He had taken
leave of them, He went up on the mountain to pray. 4%And when evening came, the
boat was out on the sea, and He was alone on the land. 8 And He saw that they were
making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch
of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them,

49 but when they saw Him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried
out, % for they all saw Him and were terrified. But immediately He spoke to them and
said, “Take heart; it is |. Do not be afraid.” ' And He got into the boat with them, and
the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, %2 for they did not understand about
the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. *3 When they had crossed over, they came
to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore.** And when they got out of the boat,
the people immediately recognized Him °° and ran about the whole region and began
to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard He was. 5And wherever
He came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and
implored Him that they might touch even the fringe of His garment. And as many as
touched it were made well.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”

Hymnal page 715, verses 1 and 2

1. Jesus, Savior, pilot me 2. As a mother stills her child,

Over life's tempestuous sea; Thou canst hush the ocean wild;
Unknown waves before me roll, Boist'rous waves obey Thy will

Hiding rock and treach'rous shoal. When Thou say'st to them, "Be still!"
Chart and compass come from Thee. Wondrous Sovereign of the sea,
Jesus, Savior, pilot me. Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

SERMON

CATECHISM The Second Article

Pastor: We have begun our worship this day in the name of the Father and of the

People:

Pastor:
People:

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Let us speak together the words of the Apostles
Creed regarding the Second Person of the Holy Trinity.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean?
| believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from
eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord,

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His
innocent suffering and death,

that | may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB, p. 215

Pastor: Friends in Christ, | urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with
me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on
earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all
the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent
love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and
evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and
those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus
Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased.
Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in
death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be
crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your
merciful hands we commend all who are in need, praying for them at all
times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and
help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our
hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You,
and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue
our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil
with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul,
now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

The peace of the Lord may be shared according to local custom.
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OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Take My Life and Let It Be” Hymnal 783, verses 1, 4 to 6
1. Take my life and let it be 5. Take my will and make it Thine,
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; It shall be no longer mine;

Take my moments and my days, Take my heart, it is Thine own,

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. It shall be Thy royal throne.

4. Take my silver and my gold, 6. Take my love, my Lord, | pour

Not a mite would | withhold; At Thy feet its treasure store;

Take my intellect and use Take myself, and | will be

Ev'ry pow'r as Thou shalt choose. Ever, only, all for Thee.

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9—13)

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give you peace.
People: Amen.

HYMN “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” Hymnal page 919, verses 1 to 2
1. Abide, O dearest Jesus, 2. Abide, O dear Redeemer,

Among us with Your grace Among us with Your Word,

That Satan may not harm us And thus now and hereafter

Nor we to sin give place. True peace and joy afford.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3.
Copyright © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Pastoral Care:
Please contact —
Judy Gunther at: (626) 833-5613

BLESSED TO BE SERVING TODAY

Pastor: Reverend Dr. Larry Stoterau

Greeter: Sharon Corey

Reader: Christine Geltz

Musician: Christine Geltz

Ushers: Craig Boehne, Donald Lammerts, & Dave Lassanske

PRAYERS OF CARE & CONCERN FOR OUR FLC FAMILY

Philip Caballero: Please pray for his family during their time of grief and loss, especially
for Patricia.

Debbie Morrow: This former student from First Lutheran School (who is the niece of
Pat Grabowski and Connie Kean) shall be receiving heavy duty chemo treatments for
her cancer approximately every three weeks. Please pray for her cancer struggles to
be healed.

Anna Rosteck: Pray for our Missionary as she continues to deal with her various
cancer issues. (She is Pat Grabowski's and Connie Kean’s niece.) In addition, you may
send Get Well greeting cards to her at:

Sunday Worship at Home

709 42"9A Street North, Great Falls MT (Montana) 59405
If you are unable to attend worship, you can listen to S I
the Lutheran Hour sermon at 8:00 a.m. on station -

KBRT AM 740 each Sunday. WORIP
If you have a TV and can get DirectTV, Channel 377 ANEW

you can view Worship Anew at 8:30 a.m. on

Sundays. This service is filmed at our Fort Wayne Seminary in Indiana. For those
people who have a computer, the Worship Anew worship service can be viewed via
the internet at any time.

You may, also, access Sermon online by going to: https:/firstlutherantc.org/Media
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST LUTHERAN

SUNDAY TODAY - JULY 28

9:30 a.m. Fellowship time

9:45 a.m. Bible Study & Sunday School
FRIDAY AUGUST 2

8:00 a.m. Van loading to Friends In Deed
UPCOMING EVENTS

TUESDAY AUGUST 6

10:30 a.m. Mission Development Team meeting
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 7

12:00 noon First Wednesday Soup and Sandwich

Soup and Sandiwich at noon:
on the fivst Wednesday of the month
Come and join us for fun and more!

Saturday Prayer Group, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. This group is, currently,
meeting via the telephone. Let Jo Tschopp know if you want to participate.
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Christine Geltz’s 50" Anniversary Party

Soon to come ... a celebration for the 50
years of Christine Geltz’s Christian
ministry here at First Lutheran Temple
City on Saturday, September 71", 2024
beginning at 5 p.m. We look forward to
seeing you then.

There will a musical program and a buffet
dinner to follow. Reservations are a must
by August 24t 2024. Go to
https://firstlutherantc.org/Events to
complete the registration. (Scroll down
toward the screen if necessary, and click
on the button — “Registration”. Remember
to indicate yourself and/or any number of
guests that you will bring to the event.)
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